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Today is Wednesday, June 29, 2011. My name is Mark DePuBjrdwor of
Oral History with the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Libralyo day | ' m i n
Oswego, lllinois, with Senator Bob Mhler. Good morningSenator.

Good morning, good morning.

We’'re going to talk a | ot heqnwof and we
them are going to be in what we call our Veterans Remember project, because
you’' ve got toaytofted about beiagtin the dNavyin World War Il

and then a fascinating chapter of being in the Navy during the Korear-War

t hat ' || be this afternoon in session t
tomorrow morning because you came back after these aw® and decided

you wanted to be an lllinoiStateSenatorwe * | I t al k about t hat
tomorrow, and that’ || be in our 1Illino
l et s start with a |little bit of your

were ban.

| was born in Aurora, lllinois-t hat ' s | n—dhauned, O20uMyt vy
parents were John and Clara Mitchlerj4c-h-lI-e-r. And it was known as

the Aurora Hospital at the time, and it later became the Copley Memorial
Hospital Ira Copley,publisher of newspapers, was the instigator and great
founder of the Copley Hospital. And it still bears that name, Rospley

Hospital. Now they have a new one out on Route 34. But the original one, the



Bob Mitchler

DePue:

Mitchler:

DePue:

Mitchler:

DePue:

Interview # VR2A-L-2011-028.01

Aurora Hospital, was located on South LinconAwemn i n Aur or a, ani
where all the children and babies were born in Aurora.

Were your parents both from the United States?

No . | ' -genexatidn ifor nsy father. My father emigrated frelornbach
Austria, in the early 1900s. | d@mhhave the exact date, and like many fathers
and sons, never really thought that information was important. | knew that he
emigrated fronHornbach Austria, which shifted around in those days from
one country to another.

Do you know if he came indfore or after the First World War?

That would be before the First World War, early 1900s. Now, they came over

as most immigrants did. My father was the oldest of the family, and he came

over with his father, my grandfather, Henry Mitchler. MgiJdas na me was
John Mitchler. And then they brought their oldest sister with them, naturally,

to help take care of the gentlemen. Yo
make sure that they' re al/l right. So t
members othe family. Katherine, Kate, was the oldest daughter in the family.

So they came over, and then they were followed by the other members of the

family: his brother, Henry Mitchler; Jacob Mitchlesactually, they called him

Jack; and littleFreddy. Fredg was a lot like a baby. My grandmother

Mitchler, who was married, died over lfornbach Austria, before she could

come over with the last group. Now, in the last group coming over, there was

also Rose Mitchler, my aunt. So they came over as a group folloitimigk

they all came through Ellis Island. | tried to check in Ellis Island one time to
determine that, but | couldn’t find th
they came through s a n Taey seltlgd.out in Rosebud, Pennsylvania.

I  m t r wyeayaughe tittee thgt my father told me about. We made
a trip back there in my youth one tinte Rosebud, and he pointed out the
house they lived in, the church they attended. Very religious family, my
father. Lutheran religion, Christians. And he watvacin the church in
Rosebud, Pennsylvania. He said he played the piano or the organ, sang in the
choir, and later on he played the cornet in several bands after he got back to
the United States here. So he | iked mu
first moved over into Pennsylvania, there was a lot of people ftombach
Austria, in his community, and that was typical of the immigrants at that time;

they’d naturally try to settle where t
could getalong,andtha s just a natural trend of
coal mines for avhile, until they had a minor disaster or something and he

di scovered that
underground.

s not for him; he’' s go

Do you know why they came to the UnitStates in the first place?
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Well, as near as | can figure out, Austria at thetifteeh i st ory t hat |’
and tried to figure out-wasa huge empire, and you were either with the

wealthy class or you were just with thesalled peasants, thveorkers. And

they were always fighting, always havi
conscript the men and have them fight
whole entourage from one place to another at great expense and everything. It

was a lot bautocracy, and he just wanted to escape that type of a thing. Now,

in early 1900s, that’'s when Worl d War

Well, your grandfather and your father would have been from Austria
Hungarian Empire at the time

Yes.
—andyou get to 1914, and they’'re going

That ' s right. And | think the thought
grandfather thought better get his boys out of there because the trend. Get over
to the United State Of course, there was a great immigration to the United

States at that time by all countries. | mean, this was just opening up in the

early 1900s after the Civil War, and they were getting settled, so it was only
proper that he would come over here. Aikd most immigrants, they tried to

settle in communities where they had friends, you know.

But how did they end up in northern Illinois?

Il don’t know what brought him to Auror
and | t hi nkughttnato Ausorawhat br o

You obviously aren’t going to be coal

No coal mining in Aurora. No. He came to Aurora, and he got a job at
Richards-Wilcox manufacturing in Aurora. It was a manufacturing company.

They made steeldoorr acks for overhead doors and
Fox River Valley, along the Fox River, all the way from Elgin down through

Aurora, was a very highly industrialized area. They had many factories,
manufactured just about everything. The Fox Valley ufecturing district.

And | think that’s what attracted him
he got a job there. His employment thettee had very little education coming

over. | think he was probablyabett don’t know his exact
twelve fourteen, something in there, so
education. Not many did at that time, but | mean

For the rest of his life did he keep a pretty strong German accent?

No, he lost the German accent. He could talk Germsanfly. My mother at
one time, (laughs) | remembet was, oh, maybe about ten years old or
something, eleven, twelve years old, something in that-aralshe suggested
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to my father, “You know, John, we shou
our t welorydgdsiie other brother, younger, five years younger
thanme—“t hat they would | earn Ger man, t he
brought on a very discomforting feelin
United States; you talk Bosgdfamiyh. ” And
argument that time because he wasgposedo it. Yet he would talk with

his friends, you know, joke back, and
and he had a lot of German words that | picked up and so forth. But | regret

that pidcdnih and say, “Hevy, Dad, yeah

Because then when | went to high school, | took two years of German (laughs)
and sort of forgot it.

Did he identify himself as an American, then?

Oh, very much. Very much. My fatheras a very, very strong United States

citizen. | mean, he made homebrew, like a lot of them did, down in the
basement, you know, in the early days,
some homebrew. Every time, one tof the
sell it or anything; they drank it. Some of the guys would come over, and

down in the basement, the Germans would be joking, and then one of the guys
says, “Vell, John, ven we going back?”
water fr eeze an, hewaslvery ety paerioti¢, and | thm |

inherited a lot of that patriotism and loyalty to this country. He loved the

United States of Americ&le was proud, and he never flinched by admitting

that he came frorHlornbach Austria, which now I think isn Poland. Those
countries shift around over there so n
But he was always proud to be an American. He always voted on election day

and participated in community affairs, withetlittle education that he had.

His mottoohe kept telling me, “Bob, ma k e
enemies. Never make an enemy. Always make friends with everybody,
because everybody Hehadthdt attitudes angIknowinf r i e n
his work—he wassort of a peedown at Richards/ilcox manufaturing
company. A lot of employees would come to him with problespsrsonal
problems, marital problems, anythirdp ut t hey’ d al ways ¢ ome
because my dad was a counselor in that respect to try to teach them the
straight and narrow. He taught mettlend he taught my brother. | only had
one brother, William George Mitchler, and he died at the age offouty
from cancer. | lost him early in life.

Tell me a little bit about your mother. Where did the two of them meet? Was
it in Aurora?

My mother came from a different background than my father. She was born in

Joliet, lllinois. She was a natural citizen. Her family was a different family

than my father’' s. -uber “frautbheer”, tHenyr y rPu
was deep in politicever there. | believe he was city treasurer at one time. He
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had a second wife that my mother was born from. His first wife, he had | think
three daughters and maybe about three, four sonswhed she died he

remarried my grandmother, Augusta Ruby, and Augusta Rub had Clara
Louise Rub. Just the one child. And as near as | can see, her stepbrothers were
very proud of her and she got a lot of attention. | mean, they really spoiled

her. They thought she was something else, a little baby coming into the

family. Because we would make trips from Aurora over to Joliet many times

to visit the Rub family. A good family over there, yeah. And they were

German.

They were in the Missouri Synod of the Lutheran church in Joliet,
which is the very strict Lutherasore. So when my mother and father married,
they went to the St. Paul s Lutheran C
Missouri Synod. And my father was a Third Degree Mason, Master Mason,
and he had hislasonicpin on one time when he took communion. Well, the
pastor noted that, and he stopped by the house afterwards and he wanted to
know all about that, how much time he was spending with the Masonic Lodge
and what that was all about. Because at that time, the Missouri Synod was
very strict. | mean, if you had arspare time, you donated it to the church.

You know, Il " m not knocking hi m; I t hin
strict. And he wanted to know all/l abou
youwanttojoin] * Il get you an apeplwihodtei dm;i nya

(laughter) So they shifted over to the Redeemer Lutheran Church, which is
American Lutheran. It was a little more liberal and not so restrictive.

| just point this out because religion played a very important part in my
i f e, myfe, beaamse Weyalways Weint to church. | went to Sunday
school. | went through Sunday school, and my Sunday school tebevez||
Nelsonwas a great guy. He also worked at Richavdigcox with my father.
And so | got a good Christiarand went to the Luthdreague and met a lot
of friends there, both boys and girls, and we had a good time. | had a Boy
Scout troop at the church at the time. That was during the Depression days.

Yeah, | wanted you to tell me a little bit more about growing up through the
Depression, because you were at an age when you could start to remember at
the height of the Depression, in the earl3.0 s

Yes. And | think-lthadt nk whant amade dme eI
that experience-you have to go through tryirigmes and have challenges in

|l ife in order to bring yourself out
not born.” Nobody’'s born to be a pre
potentate or anything | i ke tdHthibok. It
a good, firm religion is very important. And | got that, and that was a good

basis for my thinking and my way of life.

S
S

Did your dad retain his job all the way through the Depression?
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Mitchler: Yes. We were very fortunate. Throughout tlex River Valley, these
factories were owned by o u ’ gdindigiduals and their family. They were
family-owned factories. RichardgVilcox was—the bigguywas Fitch, and
out on Galena Boulevard in Auror a, he
dairy. He hd milk and all that there. They had like Burgdderton, Charlie
Burgess, all them there, the Akeel Equipment there. You know, they were
allfamilyowned. They were the country club
hold anything against them.

And they hadh great idea. The wages in the Fox River Valley were not
the spectacular wages like you get at the Detroit automobile plants and that
there. They were neanion. They had unions within the plant, sort of, and
any grievances come up, they were solved lmpfeein the plant. The wages
were low. The wages were low, but they kept them employed. Now,
throughout the Depression, you know, a lot of people get critical of those
people that owned factories and plants and are the leaders. You know, they
alwaysthink hey’' re making all the money. Bu
Depression in keeping their plant going, sell their merchandise, manufacture
it, buy things, and you have to look at their position as well as the position of
the employees. And throughout thex River Valley, there was work. Now, |
can’t remember i f my f a-taywarkingteadofever c
a five-day work. | try to think at times that that might have happened. But he
had enough money to put food on the table, and we did ffet amy
problems during the Depression. We never had anything above the nutritious
things on our plate.

DePue: Any question that you’d finish high sc

Mitchler: My first schooling was at Young School, located on Fiftte& in Aurora. It
was an old grade school. And | stayed there through the fourth grade, and then
they built a new school, C.M. Bardwell School, named after the
superintendent, C.M. Bardwelhat opened up when | was shifted from
Young School to C.M. Bawell in the fifth grade. My experience in Young
School was interesting. It was an older school, so alongside the one area of the
school, they had a great big chute that you could escape from the third floor,
second floor, into a chute in case there wheaAnd that was always fun for
young kids to try to climb up the fire escape, you know, during recess and so
forth. | had several incidents that are memorable to me when | was going to
Young School . I don’t thinkthihklwas t he
caused a | ot of trouble at ti mes. But
school. My mother called school; she wanted to know where Bobby was. And
she says, “You’ Il hShewcame toschanlamleshea nd ge't
says, “Wh€oeejswhéelP?! $Show you.” And |
the middle of the gymnasi um, (Il aughs)
know what | did or what the problem was. | cannot remember that, but |
remember my mother seeing me and had to corsehtool to get me, and |
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was sitting in the middle of the gymna
know what | did. But | guess | was a little rulid] or something.

Had another incident happen then that | think should be told today.
Thi s wa s upvidittee fourth grawle. There was a contest in Aurora to
save coupons and all that. This was in the early Depression days. And they
gave prizes. I don’t know what it was.
mother was working hard to collect all thesegons and whatever it was. |
remember heroh, shewvorked hardshe wanted to win that automobile. She
was a very energetic lady, very positive on doing things. But at one point
there, you could get a BB gun. And | wanted a BB gun. And | pleaded with
them,and they had enough coupons or so that they could get a BB gun. And

for some reason or other they did get
pay for because they didn’t have extr a
told all the kids at schoollhadBaB gun. Wel Il , | " m only ir
grade, and the older one says, “Well,
BB gun.” So | didn’'t have any BBs in t

school. Now, you try to think, guy bringing a gunsithoot—
DePue: Today? Oh, my.

Mitchler: Yeah. So they had it and they all looked at it. You know, you cocked it, and
bing, one shot. You know, that was BB gun. You had to load the BBs in it and
so forth. And it was quite a thing. Bobby Mitchler brouglst BB gun to
school. We had an overflow inthe schedl hat ' s why t hey bui l
school, C.M. Bardwell School, and behind Young School they had portables.
They were small, oneoom buildings with a furnace in the back, and I think
they had two of them ithe school to handle the overflow of the students
because they couldn’t put them al/l i n
story building. | cocked the gun and | came in the door, and as you come in
the door, then seating to the right, facing the estilsl when they comethis
was before the class startednd | cocked the gun as | come in, and | shot the
gun,pop. And the teacher was sitting in the chair there, (laughs) and I think
she jumped ten feet. (laughs) You know, what was going on? So | got
disdplined for doing that. | had to sit behind the stove the rest of the day or
something. | did those pranks. | never did anything harmful, though. | was a
good kid. My parents taught me right and wrong. | never stole anything, or |
never got inany troubler ... Of course, we didn’t hayv
anything anytime that | was in school.

DePue: Bob, by the time you got to high school, what were your interests at that time?

Mitchler: Well, when | transferred over to C.M. Bardwell, which was a bnaawl
school, one of the most beautiful schools in Aureitastill is—and | liked
school. | liked drawing. | enjoyed going to school. | enjoyed my classmates. |
made a | ot of friends. I l ook at them
ninety-one now. And Bol€ritton, who was president of our senior class in
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high school, he was always a year older. He must be Ainetyr-three now.
He lives out in Kansas. | made a lot of friends in school. My interdsts
never got good grades. | was an average student: @h,Ilget a few B’ s

C’' s, but | enjoyed myself. I was a goo
was a big pastime in those days. | went out for cheerleading one time. | was a

small chil d. |l wasn’t big and deeavy fo
now. So | wasn’t an athlete, but | pl a

C.M. Bardwell and started cornet. My father gave me his cornet that he
played, and he played in the Masonic Band, in several bands. He gave me his
cornet. It was &lenry Jcornet. | was so proud of that cornet, and | played that
cornet all the way through Bardwell, junior high, and East Aurora High

School.

Do you remember when you were growing up paying attention to what was
going on in Europe and watching the newsstening to the news and

reading the newspapers about all the troubles that seemed to be brewing in
Europe?

Well, in my junior school days, grade
much about that until | nkgnohigh schoolwei g h s c
t hought too much about the grewing pro
graduated in 1937, so, see, | was right in the deep Depression days in high

school.

Well, 1938 is the year that the Nazis occupied Austria.
Oh, yeah.
You remember that?

| remember it was starting to go, and of course Roosevédhow about
Roosevelt. My father voted the first time for Hoover becaudse

19322

Yeah. He was a Republican, and he voted for Hoover betlmer and the
Republican Party was for high tariffs on bringing foreign goods in. They
wanted everything manufactured, and he wanted jobs for the United States.
And he sort of felt that the Republican Pafityat was one of the platforms

that he fek—hightariffs on incoming products for other countries, which was
not at the rate it is today because of shipping and, you know, airlines and what
have you. So he wagry thereThe second time, | think, though, that

Roosevelt ran, | think he voted for Rooséwmcause he saw that Roosevelt

had some ideas and he was trying new ideas to come out of the Great
Depression.

And that would have been 1936, towards the end of your high school years.
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Yeah, yeah. Wel | etn’’ st siete?. He first
Roosevelt first ran in 1932.

¢ 3P2

Yeah, because Hoover was president from 1929 to 1932, so.

See, my history at that time.. We didn’
pushed you through.

But your father camé&om Austria. Do you recall his feelings about the Nazis
and about Hitler and about the occupation of Austria?

Yes, he didn’t talk much about that, a
a German, you know, Austrian but German was the samalwég's

emphasized that he was United States. He was always proud that he came

from over there, and he’d talk about i
voiced any opinion on that. | remember we listened to the radio. One time we
listened to what Hitlewas making, and he listened in German. You know, he

could understand what he was saying. And he was very much disturbed over

what was happening over there, that there would belwaink he sensed that

he had two sons, and he sort of felt like his &tFelt when his boys, they

came over here, as a lot of immigrants did, to avoid the wars, because it was

war after war after war, and all the vy
forward to, at some time gettmyng dr af't
entry into the military and his reaction to that.

But my dad was a good worker. Their life was centered around the
family. You didn’t have much money to
home, and, you know, Mom always had a good dinner on the fizble,

o’ clock. Dad woul d5:(Wo'mel noknge Aabowantde @
(DePue laughs) He was a very domineering German on that there. If supper

wasn’t 50@4ddy oactk, t here were a few wor
got to have dinner on the tal@e5:000 " ¢l oc k. He’ d take a |
always eat it at abodt0:000 ' ¢l ock during a break, anc
hour he’d play checker s, because he wa

He used to play down at the fire barns, go down there on Saturdays
and Sunday with the firemen, because they always had a checkerboard going
down there. And we have a picture of him and the Aurora Checker Club. And

he was a pretty good checker player. T
player come into the YMCA and alleh amat eur s woul d sit a
have a board in front of them. This gu
move here, make a move on this one, go
know, (laughter) and they coutodn’t fig
t hink, and he’d come around, he’ d | ook

remember my dad entered those tournaments, tried to beat him. | think he got
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a draw out of the guy one time or something. But he was a good checker
player.

What did you daafter high school?

| graduated from high school in 1937, righittheend ofthe Depression. Let

me preface it by my time in high schodlways took a lunch to schadl

never wenttothecafetefk don’t think | waia in the
once. I|It’s now the junior high school
school. But | never had a nickel in my pocket. | never had any money. Some

of the guys would-there was a place callétiydrox Delicatessen there half a

block from the schoet-and if you smoked, you could buy a cigarette for a

penny, you know. | didn’'t even have a
anything like that. | never had any change in my pocket all through high

school . I didn’ t —haverbadany maegybuylagimhg | i ke
goto—wel | , we didn’'t have the proms | ike
but | never had any money to buy a cor

my bicycle to see some girls at night, you know, stop over and see them. |
recognized tht | was a boy and they were a girl by then, you know, (laughter)
and | was attracted to young ladies.

| played in a band, and so we went to all the football games and
basketball games and events, and | had a lot of good friends in school. |
folowedny f at her’'s teaching, “Make friend
tried to make friends with everybody.
| got along good with a lot of people and made a lot of good friends. | got a lot
of memories of high school.

Butlwasn’t a brilliant student. Il wa:
ride with him from Simms Street, where we lived, Simms and Fifth, up to
North Avenue, and t h-etheypoblesthé airangdo Nor t h
l>d sit in my dad’ sakrapand thenfdodt gs
Avenue and |’ d have to wlhdtwaseahyen r est o
the morning, so |I’'d get to school ear|l
have time to study a little bit before school starte@t@do ' ockl. But |
enjoyed school. Nothing like the kids do today. They have so many
opportunities today. Like my wife Helen. She followed me. She graduated in
1942, | think she graduated from high school, a little later. She never had a
telephone in her home allring the period she was in high school. That was
the norm. | mean, nobody could afford the phone urtees had a telephone,

but ... |l magine a girl going through high
house. They were living in an apartment there, and thedawnstairs would
knock. She’d go down and have a phone

like that. They helped out a little bit like that. People were helpful to each
other. They got along with the neighbors.

10
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But again, what did you do after yguaduated from high school?

| was very fortunate. In the last, senior year of high school, | was able to have

a parttime job at Aurora Dry Goodshat was a department store down in the

North Broadway. Now, Aurora was like most communitiesnals

community, and they had a downtown shopping center, and people would

shop downt own. Didn’'t have the mall s |
especially orFriday and Saturday, Saturday night, everybody would come to

Aurora on Saturday from all tremaller towns around. Aurora was the big

town, and everything was concentrated downtown. The Aurora Dry Goods, it

was a dry goods store, all things: | ad
goods. I had a job in the mem’'s depart
Saturdays from 9:00 to 9:00. They were open 9:00 to 9:00. And wages were
twenty-five cents an hour. And | had a very wonderful fellow that was head of

the men’s department, l van Littl e. | v a
taught me about how @pproach peopjas they came jrio help them. He

taught me the sales technique. He taught me how to write up an order, how to

wrap up a package. We wrapped a package there. He gave me the book that

we wrote the orders ondleanhdwthveaps ay s, “
you know. Learn thing. And very good i
l van Little was a good mentor. That' s
taught the younger people, and the younger people listened. You had respect

for anybody that had a position above you, and | learned that. | learned that
chain of command. Oh, we’'d measure guy
length and their hat. All men wore hats at that time. If it was a little too tight,

we had a hat stretchgmu know, we put in there to stretch the hat a little bit.

And | |l earned how to fit suits and al/l

Now, what happened, just about time | graduated, they had a big sale,
and they passed out a lot of literature at the dodreotiepartment store
People took it, and they went out, and they looked at it, and they threw it
down on the stregtnd Broadway was cluttered up with all this Aurora Dry
Goods sale material.lhe manager of the steréhis name was Palmertold

the guysinhemeh d epart ment, “ Now, 9%Ben we qui
o’ clock, |l want you to go out and pick
that you see laying on the street. We
downt own Broadway.” Wealeln,’ tt ey ntgo It d Hyic
be street cleaners and that they’re.. V
back then.

So what happened is that there was an opening came up fotiméull
job, and that’'s just the ttimmebaba was gr
result of that. There was one other giarte employee that was kept on, but he
had ot her | otime. But égotva&ultime jab. Sb umlorked from
9000’ cl ock, when 5060 ' stlmrcek ,o pvoomedda,y ttihlrl
Friday, am then on Saturday | worked frodn00o0 * ¢ | 0%ORo 'talldc k a't
night, and that was my workweek. | made fifteen dollars a week, cash. | mean,

11
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no deductions for withholding tax or anything. And | worked that job then
from early June, right at the timgytaduated-boy, | was so happy to have a
job. You know, Depression days. And | was able to-sav®ok at the
Aurora National Bank-1 was very frugal, and | saved a hundred dollars. And
when | got my savings account up to a hundred dollars, | went home and |
showed my mother. | says, “Mother, | w
hundred dollars.” | was so proud. Now,
and | got a hundred dollars. | was so proud to show her that.

| think that points out my frugalitynimy life. Never go into debt;
always keep yourself above the level. Those were the things that my family
taught me and the qualities that | got from teaching and listening and all that
there, not to go into debt. A lot of fellows seem to have a littgdgim their
pocket, and they’ d buy magazines, you
of magazines, read them. | never did that. | never bought any magazines,
never had money to buy any hamburgers or Cokes or anything like that. But |
remember | worked #re.

Now, when | was there until September, that was June until
September, during that period of time a job opened up in the receiving
department down in the basement of the dry goods store, and that was where
all the goods coming into the store was lgioiLin, The receiving clerk down
t here would have the department head c
everything that come in for their department, and then you take everything to
their departmept-me n’ s depart ment , |l adies’ depa
and so forth. And | learned that when the umbrellas came in, they separated
the bright umbrellas from the duioking umbrellas and charged maybe five
cents more for the fancy umbrella than the other one and they sorted. | saw
how they merchandised, ygmow. | learned a little bit about that. | got
sixteen dollars a week as clerk. And then on Saturday, of course, nothing
came in, then I had to go up on the fI
from 9:00 to 9:00. So | had the same number of hours tm it | made
sixteen dollars a week instead of fifteen dollars a week.

Now Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroaslrora was a
division office, the division headquarters, for the Burlington Railroad. It was
located on South Broadway, and on Northd&hway was located the
Burlington shops. | have a railroad caboose on our property here that was built
in Aurora up at the railroad shops. The foundry and everything up thege
had a turntable for steamengindkse y * d r ep ai ,theyscoudl@m engi n
anything. And they also had the warehouse, the storehouse, of all the supplies
for the Burlington Railroad. That was a separatiéimng up in North
Broadway. InAurora, one out of every three males worked for the Chicago,
Burlington, Quincy Railroad. Aot of them worked as conductors, brakemen,

engineers, firemen. They had all the c
they called all the firemen and engineers to work, and down in the division

of fice, they’d call the bngerkndoiegn and t
Now, there’s an opportunity come in th
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office, and my mother heard about it through a friend of hers from Batavia,

that they were active in the Order of the EasternStah at ' s t he | adi e
division of the Masonic Lodge-and she was active in that. She was a worthy
matron,went through the chai@nd so forth on that. And he told her, he says,

“You got a son, haven’'t you?’” “Yeah.”
boy. How ol d is e’ Sma swhiad, s*“ Wel Id,o i In
you.” So | went to Massl-§. HHes s ef wam hi
Batavia. And so | went to him and inte

you took typing and sort of Benbusiness
left my job at the Aurora Dry Goods and | went to the Chicago, Burlington,

and Quincy division office on South Broadway and Aurora as office boy. It

paid eightyfive dollars a month. Now, you only work&0D0o0 ' ¢ | o50R t i | |
o’ cl ock Mo fradayyand tiiem an Sajunday, one-dayne

Saturday yo&00d’' wboltORof'tawlldck, and t hen
the rest of the day of f8000"hel odketro ome
you'd take a noon hhO0o’, c lasdaérktib u c o me b
maybe 2:00, 2:30.d o n’ t gdofg fmows. But you had to get in the time
there. But that was ni ©@o0’  Géeckl adi cm?T
on Saturday, and | had a little jingle in my pocket, so | could have a date on

Saturdg ni ght then. That’'s the first ti me

Were you still living at home ard
| was still living at home, yeabh.
—5000" cl ock meal s?

Oh, yes. Oh, yeah. My parents were very nice about it all. We always had
enouh food on the table. I never went h
But my mother was a good cook. Good German coekioly gosh.

Were you paying any rent-e+

But it was basic food, nothing real fancy. She could bake-gids apple pies,

pumpkin pies, cakes, make cakes, pot r
But it was good. Boy, she cooked it. I
have pot roast. You don’t see too much

whi | e you’ hbntthasfeaturestheir gossraast. God, that was good
food.

Were you helping pay for the food by t

Oh, yeah. I hel ped out a Ilittle bit at
folks did it on my davdsvesylosvaHe kedy |, becau
cigars. He never smoked cigarettes; he smoked cigars. Went to a doubleheader
Cubs ball game with him one time and he smoked twelve cigars (laughter) at

the doubl eheader ball game. I didn’t s
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Well, theretbaanwohked bédiobganged today
Oh, yeah, that’s

So we’'re up to about 1939, 1940. Of <co
invade Poland, and in 1940, they turn west and invade France and the Low
Countries. And again, I[woud magi ne you’re of an age |
starting to pay attention to this a little bit.

Yes, | did. In fact, | started to pay attention. At a young age, we talked about it
as young boys. When they started the draft

That was 1940.

‘4 TDhey started the draft. | was workirgd promoted myself from office

boy. There was an opening as secretary to the assistant chief clerk. Now, what
| did on my own, | went to Metropolitan Business School, which was in

Aurora, and | brushed up on reliorthand, Gregg shorthand, and typing when

| was an office boy because | knew that the next opening would be there.

Now, | went from 85 dollars a month to 110 dollars a month. That is one big
jump—100 dollars a month. And | took all the guys out, anchlwbad a beer.

Now, |  wa-ene,’but het, baekrthery there were places you could pull

in. They’'-dnhamsegdri veould come out, an
they’d put thienbe¥ouowetbekidds veyou kn
iketoday. There was more freedom then. W

getting intoxicated or anything like that. But hey, | liked the beer back then,
our guys did.

Then | went from that job over to secretary to the chief clarét he
was a dynamo. Hewasalwa pushi ng. Boy, Il > d have |

talk fast. | really was an excellent typist and an excellent stenograghert ' s

the way you elevated yourself in the railro&dmen never got the top spots

in stenography and that there, because ifhyadito go out on a business trip

or something, you wouldn’t take a woma
was an accident, you wouldn’t even tak

where the accident was to make the recording and everything likeithey d

with me. They had ppurnal*br eak off and have an acci
and investigate it with the superintendent or the assistant superintendent. |

would take it all down in shorthand, then type it up. And | was an

investigative reporter.

Then lgot a little tired of all the pressure on that stenq @l there
was a job opening that was tonnage clerk, and that was way in the back of the

roominthecornerfSo | ° d makuwe kanodw,d you’d run sen
seniority in 1937 whenlwentno t he st enographer’s job,
ahead of me wuntil the guy way back in

1 Journal bearing and journal box as formerly used on a US-style railroad truck
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during the Depression. So | had a job, guaranteed job, for fifty years at the
railroad. Now, that was something that, you knoweasuredprotective job.

So | was on the tonnage clerk job back there. | think that paid about 135

dollars a month. That was about the most | earned before theowdr t hat ' s
the job | left when | went into the military.

Now, war is brewing in Europ®r esi dent Roosevelt: ¢
wi || not send our men over seecaedifteo f i gh
said what he was going to do, but he Kk
Republican, but there’ s a | otheof thing
made good decisions. He was a smart man and all that there.

Well, that would have been the election of 1940 when he-was
1940 yeah, that he had, “I hate war ..but

(laughter) That was the slogan back themw know. We knew what was
happening over there; there was no way you can keep out ofats mostly
young.Then they came with a draft. | had a number. | forget my number. |
think 158 was the first number drawn, and then all the numbers. Everybody
had anumber. | had a number, being of draft age.

Yeah, 158, that represented a particular birthday or something?

Yeah. They drew numbers out of a big bowl that was down there and then
they equated that number to your birthday or somethingal’'ddé know how

they did it. But | wasn’t early—called
they got early draft, so they were drafted. And they weribfort McCoy or
somepl ace. They had e d&earg, blaclkl thhee nbha

I > mhei Aifmy how” and that was a popular song. A couple of my buddies

that | know, two of them, Roy Testin aBdidie Matthewthey were called in,

they served their year, and they came back hdimee y wer en’t back
too long and then the war broke out anelyt had to get realled again. But

they actually were in and out in that period. A lot of the guys were in that

period, for a year. It was mandatory service for a year, and then they came

back. And then, of course, when the wa

Now, | knew that | was gag to be draftedMy dad was @reat Moose
member. He was down at the Moose one time and the chief recruiter from
Aurora was iIin the Moose. He knew my da
l ooking for guys. He says, " theads, Il go
Well, my younger brother was too young; he was still going to school. | was
ripe. | was just aboutwell, 1940—twenty years old, twentgne. | turned

twentyone on June 4, 1941, so | was tweoty e . And he says, “\
do?” “Welftor hehwoBusl ington Railroad.”
“Oh, he' s in the office. He’ s"H@ s horth
says, “He coul d fit I n the Navy, you k
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my dad, “Send him dowm awyddlaet t mé dt anlek
know, this recruiter is telling me may

So | went down and talked to him. The Army never appealed to me. So
he tal ked t o me.youHetalstafysalificatiosoou k n o w,
know shorthad; you take it down fast; typing, you type over a hundred words
a minute, you know. | could putyouinasathrd ass petty office
“What ' s that? (DePue |l aughs) You know,
Navy. I live inlllincis” He says, thwel b xlasepetyn. Thi r d
officer in the Navy is equivalent to a
sergeant? Hey, now we cantalde s a y sYou detYsitadollars a
month instead of going in as a private at twemtyg dollars a month”Man,
yougotme€. (|l aughs) So that’'s what really i
Navy. So | t hi m, I says, “Yeah, .
Ar my, [ I t in the Navy.”’

And that was what month, what year?

Well, | was talking to him aboutitin Julyof194 49 41. War br oke

in 41, December. So then what | pl ann
|l " m going to enlist in the Navy, so0 ma
could do. And tl esatiidme “"o0ffd dh&ad aofl ifti
t hought maybe I °d go out and visit my

Wyoming, take a little vacation first.
Sounds like quite an adventure for a yolid)
Yeah. You know, what the heck, befdreent in the Navy. Well, he came to

me, and he says, “Bob,” he says, “1 go
So November 17, 1946

One.

“4i1ls it ? Yeah, 41 . Before Pear|l Har bo
enlisted in the NavyThere was a fellow lived over here in BristOkyville

Hextel He enlisted at the same ti me. And

today. He ' s Thetwo bf ashweyoolkghe tran.into Chicago,
went down there. There was an office, and a capaised our hands and we
swore ourselves in, and we enlisted in the Navy. They put us on a train, sent
us up to Great Lakes Naval Training Center. | got up there in the afternoon
and assigned to a building in the barracks.

They had these big steel postsward, and they had these hammocks
strung. So the first night, | slept in a hammock. You know, the hammock
strung. All during my recruit training | slept in a hammock. Now, in the Navy,
they issued you a small mattress; a mattress cover, which is a shgmt, [gut
the mattress cover on there; blankets; pillow; pillowcabat was your
bedding.Each morning, we had to put all the bedding in there, and then we
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had to lash up seven turns and lash it up tight and pass inspection that your
hammock was all lagldl up. Because they had hammocks aboard the ships in
the Navy, the battleships in the

So that’'s the equivalent of going thro
dime off your bed.

Yeah. Fix up the bed, yeah. And | tell you, during my redraihing—now,

this is the first time | had an experi
know. | said, *“Hey, this looks I|ike wo
took my—

They didn’t have any crusty old sergea

No, we had a Mustang, we called them. He was an old Asiatic sailor, and

tattoos, and he was over in Asia, Asiatic. Once you got over in Asia, that was

so far away, you stayed over there. You became Askd¢iavas our head

instructor.Then we haane other young instructor, a college graduate that

they made chieOfc our se he didn’t have any hast
slickies.

Hash marks would mean you had years in service.

Yeah. He had just come in. They would put thertraming because they

were football players, you know, and t
were nice guys. They were like coaches, you know, try to teach you how to

fold this, your ditty bag, and how-tewe always putlose topsaround, rolled

everything When | go with Federal Judge Dick Mills down there in

Springfield—you knowhim—h e’ s a very good friend of

Yeah, Il " ve interviewed him.

When we go on different trips together like we have, he noticed that | have all
my clothes in myoag all there with rubber bands on them, rolleg t-shirts
and my shorts and everything. (laughsg ° d al way s—hled sk aaand s

Army guy, you know (laughter=a nd he just, “Mitchler,
out .” | said, “Well b6 youhpekthemepyywn get mi
don’t get tangled al/l up i ke yours do

lot of things, and | liked the Navy.

Well, now, we went to church that Sunday morning, December
seventh, came back and into the barraeksvas a smallraining center at the
time—, and in each barrack®u had a wooden table, and on the table was a
little tiny radio, about this size. We had a radio. And about noon it was, after
we'd been to church and had our breakf
they bombed Pearl| Harbor. Where the hel
where Pear | Har bor was. We got ships d
a battleship? You know, we don’t know
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as anybody e loglearnedlaboatthérs. Soa tvas in Ngvember
seventeenth, and then war broke out on December seventh, 1941 there.

DePue: What was the mood in the barracks then when you went back, knowing, okay,
you'd just jJjoined the Navyabomamath now t h
port...

Mitchler: Yeah, everybody was shook up, and of course we read the news just about like
everybody in the Midwest. Il didn’t Kkno

a battleship from a cruiser or what it was until we read the news. Naw, th

was in November, and | stayed there. Well, they dropped all further training. |
mean, they got to get these guys out.
formal pass and review or anything like that. We graduated, and our
company—which you saw the picturan there—did get Christmas leave. | was

home Christmas day, and | had to report the day after Christmas, and
immediately boarded a train and out to the West C&adhat ended my

training. From November seventeenth to the day after Christmas, December, |
was at Great Lakes. And then | got on a train and we took thatttweeday

trip out to Seattle and over to Bremerton.

DePue: What was the mood like when you went home for Christmas?

Mitchler: Well, everybody was excited. My father was very disturbed,c oul d t el | .
never forget the day | left to go to Chicago to sign up. I think | noticed a tear
in his eye. His voice was a little shaky, to think that his son was going to war,
you know, in the military, getting drafteHle knew what was ahead. Heekwn
what was happening over in Germany and all that, listening to the radio, and
he knew that there was going to be a war. Everybody knew there was going to
be a warPresident Roosevelt knew there was goingtobeaklear e ° s poor
England getthe hellkmok ed out of them over there,
closest ally, with Lend_ease and all that excuse to get over thdeewas
very disturbed to see me go.

Now, | fit right into the picture,
| ever troubled myalf about being in the Navy. | knew my job. Any
assignment they gave me, office work or whatever it was, | was very capable
of doing it. And so when | tell you about my career in the Navy, I fit right in
and rose all the way up to be chief petty officed #op rank. | had a good
Navy career. |l " m very proud of that.

DePue: Your initial specialty—I mean, because even your basic training had been
interrupted right in the middle.

Mitchler: Yeah, my basic training, prior to that there, | might add that in4+98& is
an important thing in my life-in 1937, after graduating from high school in
1937, Roy Testin, who was one of my good friends in school, come to me,
and he s-ahesplayedtr@ddng in the East High baridt h e
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American Legion wantsto haveagdeé on band, @eaehadabiget band
American Legion, World War | veterans, in Aurora, Main Street there in

Aurora had their postome We | | now, Il > m out of high
place to play my cornet. He says, “Let
got.” So we went down to the post, and

Legionnaires, they wanted to have a band. And so we joined the American
LegionCadetBand. We wore those doughboy helmets, silver; thereall

silver. We marched in parades. | was in the émean LegiorCadetBand

from 1937 until | got called into servicBuring that period there, we went to

all state convention$h, they were proud of their band. We marched in all

the parades. And | got to know all these World War | vetethese were

terrific guys, believe me. These were all the heads of all these manufacturing
companies. When it comes time for me later on to tell you about my political
career, and was cominga lot of these guys, they were the CEOs of all the
companies, the World Wawveterans, you know, and they knew me because |

played in their band and went to their
and a convention, and they’d want the
beer we could stuff ieheerovhentheyfatlvatks s o t

to the.. (Il aughs)
Once again, Bob, you’'re making friends

Oh, making friends like crazyThese guys all knew me, you know, from way

back. | learned more from those World War | veterandat a great gang

they were—whichl * I I t el |l about i n Legon.[Thef e and
American Legion, which | joined after | came back from military, was one of

the basic tutors or gave me the ideals that I tried to practice nigiiteere |

particularly got this. Befar each meetirg| was the commander of the local

post, county commandefwe all got up and recited the Pledge of Allegiance

to the flag, and then we’d recite the
American Legionlt goes, “For God aqudelv€&ountry,
toget her for the following purposes,”’
that has been mycreeahdb e si des my r el i gi on. I foll
what the American Legion was atl| about

Can we go atad and read that into the record here?
Let me read that into the record, beca

For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for the following
purposes: to uphold and defend the Constitution of the United $fates
America; to maintain law and ordeto foster and perpetuate a 100 percent
Americanism; to preserve the memories and incidents of our associations in
the great wars; to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community,
state and nationto canbat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses;
to make right the master of might; to promote peace and goodwill on ¢arth;
safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of justice, freedom,
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democracyand to consecrate and sanctify our codwahip by our devotion
to mutual helpfulness.

That' s a good creed. And Isitehaglci t ed
aglassover it, and | had that under there. | memorized it so | could say it from
memory. And | | i ke t hathroughoutéfe. ftink been s
that gives you a good purpose in life as a good citizen.

Well, it packs a lot of meaning in those words.

Oh, yeah. And those guys that formed the American Legion back in 1919 and
18 and had t hwhatrthe Americart Legioo didviretire2 0 ®
and up through the war and during the war, they were a powerful and an
honorable association. | was very active on a national level and all that prior
to my going in.

Let’ s get you bi&taningsoyoy aoddiheatl @ithwk ng bas
you said to Bremerton, Washington. That was your-fst

Yeah. | got out to Bremerton, Washington. Of course, when you land out
there, everybody’'s waiting cbputeran assi
poll. So | remember | was on a detathey put you on a detail, you know

how it is—and it was a night detail. And we got in the truck. Rainy. Puget

Sound area-it rains every night. We went out on this big tarmac, great big

cement area there, and we werengdo weave iron rope, make a submarine

net. We were going to make a submarine net to put attregntryso any
Japanese submarines sneak into the har
much if I was dragging that net and weaving the submarine oritwkas.

The only thing | remember, that night, they gave us an orange to eat. You had

to peel the orange, and it’s wet weath
that dang orange stickiness oy hands and | had no place to wash it. | tried

to catchrainwater or find a puddle of water. (laughs) It was a miserable night.

|l said, “Hey, Il m not for this.” So |
You know, Il m a yeoman. |l should be do
we got some fellows thatyou * r e g o o-ddownthere ay thei office

where they’  re typing ouYoutymthenpoutat es f o
on a machine. Instead of typing a letter or something, you type out a name

label on a little thing, and it kicks it over, so they cowddd out for soliciting

war bonds and Theydotfaerevetimt dods that dugng the day,

but then at night, so we get a lot of them done, we use extravtwigknow

typing, and that’'s a good job for you.
nights; | did my typing and typed those slugs out. And then | got a call and |

got my first duty assignment.

What was your feeling at the time? Because this is right after Pearl Harbor,
and there’s so muchndnyeu'eWestrGpagtofi m t he
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the United States. Was there actually a thought that the West Coast might be
invaded by the Japanese or attacked?

Oh, yes. Oh, yeah. Everybody’'s afraid.
off the coast, you know, put them inmaentration campsWell, President
Roosevelt knew what he had to do, and
invade or what the Japanese were up to.

Did you feel that certain tension that something might happen at any time?

We | | ... hird-ctassepetty officer. | had no burden of the war on me; | just

had my job to do. You know, | never was called upon to make any decisions
(laughs) at a high level, so I didn’t
Harbor got bombed, Roosevelt call@a Admiral Nimitz. He was in
Washington. He says, “You’'re going to
command of Pearl|l Harbor out there.” Ni
took a boat cruise of Pearl Harbor. He
weren’t as smart as they thought they
they made. “You see, they cameasofin, tho
battl eships, and t heTheyhibal budbattleships e si st
and turned themovernhe water. Now,” he says, “Nh
out at sea and they sunk them, we could never get them up, but we have no

problem right now. We can upright those battleships, and we can repair

them.” That was a mist ake,thellapanessnade . T
Anot her one was, he says, “They bombed
know that 80, 90 percent of the crew on Saturday have weekend liberty and
they’ re ashore; they’  re not aboard the

and theyweresafe” Same way with the Army guys
barracks. That was another mistake they made, bombing us on Sunday instead

of during the week when everybody was aboard their ships, not on liberty.

Anot her one was “Just oallefourfudispplyi I | t h
and everything, they didn’t even bot he
and everything over there. They were i
understand what could knock us out.” A
prod em. We can fight back.” Nimitz was
got that on an-enail a couple days ago. | remember reading about it. And he
analyzed, and then he took over the Pacific and did a good job.

Well, getting back to me, my first agaiment came through that | was
to report over to Seattle, Washington, and | was to go to Sand Point, Seattle,
which is in the northern section of Seattle, to the Naval Air Stat®and
Point. Now, we had a Navy air station there that trained pilots fitds
yellow singleenginepilot trainess. That was one section. We had a Marine

2 The correct term, Internment Camps, distinguished them from the Nazi concentration deatTcayywsre
housed and fed in large enclosures and kept unideziBance for fear there might be assistance to the Japanese
war effort. Many decades later the U.S. Government apologized formally for the treatment. In fact, many
Japanesémericans eventually served honorably.
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unit on there that guarded the gate. Had a supply, and it sort of serviced the
northern section of the Thirtemanth Nav
back from the Alatian Islands and up in there and land. And that was my first
assignment. | was sent over there, and | became the operations yeoman, and

my assignment was at the foot of the tower next to the airfield.

Another buddy of mine that was with me all the tifBély Rau, Ra-
u, from Indiana, he was assigned to the personnel office that they had on the
base.

This was at Sand Point?

At Sand Point, Seattle, yeah. Naval Air Statiddand Point, Seattle. | was

down at t he bas econta®t bhad as a jsbantthe Blavy, daneél f i r s
had no problem with it. I didn’t have
had typing, and the operations department, | had a phone box there that was

up to the tower, out to the storeroom, and around.tal o hit the buttons,

you know very antiquated (laughs) from what they have today. | was in the
headquarters there. Good liberty. My gosh, the barracks were all brick
barracks, all/l beauti ful barracks. You
Thick mattresss Oh my. Good chow. Movie theatevery night. | mean, it

was a country club. But my gosh

Girls when you went into town?

Oh, down Seattle, that was a good sea town. And that is when | first made my

l i berties. Wiegearsbd mmdawendgo | m old eno
all that stuff. Hey, put the blues on and put the cap on the back of your head

and make a good liberty. | was a good liberty man. And go down there, and |
learned to jitterbug, and they all had a whole lot of actmnrdthere, you

know.

Did you have a steady girlfriend when you wertto

No. |l left a girlfriend behind, yeah.
That' s the way | got out of it. (DePue
Theylways talking marriage, you know,

even thinking of getting married. No.

So you're telling her, “I got to do my

Yeah, yeah. By the time | put four and a half years in, in World Wao Ibys
the time | got back, she was long gone. (laughs) Good way.

3 U.S.Navy PBY squadrons in the WWII Bific that painted their Catalina flying boats flat
black and attacked Japanese ships at night.
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How long were you at Sand Point, then?

| thought at Sand Point that | was going to get transferred up to the Aleutian
Islands, because Dutch Harbor and all those islandsdithesugh that too,

that was in the Thirteenth Naval District, and most of them were transferred
up there. We were building up the islands, because the Japanese actually
occupied Attu there at one time, and then they withdi&® went in oran

invasion anchobody was therehtey snuck out on us. We v
powerful force at the outset of the war. | mean, we made a lot of dumb
mi stakes. We were a |l ot of hams. I > m t

know just what to do.

But | enjoyed my assignmeritdre. Now, all at once, we saw a large
influx of WAVES coming on board our station and into the Thirteenth Naval

District, the Women's Auxiliary Volunt
were coming in as storekeepers, yeomen, radio operators, all thisritere, a
they were coming in. Now they had to have a place irHheet ° s see, it

photography. There was some girls in the photography. We had a photography
room in the tower where they developed pictures and so faném they had

to have a room for the AWES to use, just sort of a social room, rest room, or
whatever it was, in the tower.

Now they fixed that room up for the
box up in the corner of there, out in the storeroom, and all around, was
connected to my centrabk down on the main floor. All at once | happened

to hit a switch, and that’'s that box i
know, where they-1 d o n ’ t —jkstrwenivfor lunch or whatever they did.
And | " m | istening Whoopallflickittofirglstawaxc onver s

| look around and see if anybodistens.(DePue laughdpecause this little
incident that | put ir-life in the Navy is funny. So | flicked it on again. My

gosh, Il m hearing all these stories. E
off. But there was one buddy that | had up in the personnel office there that |

went to boot camp with. Il called him d
Come on down, Vvisit me. |l > ve got somet
it with hinVe “cGhn’'my gGotd.caught | isteni
we' ' d genartctoated or something.” But the

found out. We found out everything those girls were doing on the base, on

liberty. They were all telling sea stories to each qtfi@aghterlan d we ' d f | i |
it down there. Oh, there’s a |lot of fu
branches of service.

Now, all at once, all of these WAVES came @ut of a clear blue sky,
we all got orders that maybe the next day or two dagsyere to pack up our

gear, report down, and we were going t
leave this plum of a deal? | got there in December, did |, or the early part, like
January of 42?2 And | was theryesr.t il | S

And oh my gosh, they took all the yeoman, storekeepers, radio operators,
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everybody out, put us on a train, and we went overrigiit God, had a big
coatburning stove in the car that we were in. We almost froze to death. Over
to Athol, Idaho. At-h-o-I . l't’s a little Dbit east of

Athol, Idaho?
Athol, Idaho. We called it the Asshole of Creation. (laughs)
Well, you don’t normally think of Navy

Idaho. They were building new training center there, like Great Lakes, and
yeomen and all them had to go over there to do the logistics and so forth. We
went over there, and there was dust six to eight inches deep. They had these
big tractors pulling these great big diggers, legethe land, doing all this
construction work, constructing a new training center. They were going to
have four or five compounds where they would have training, different camps.
One of them was named afiéfaldron an aviation ace. | was assigned to the
communications department in the general administrative office. Now, that

job was around the clock. Our office was open around the clock. We kept our
doors closed and locked. And we had a telegraph in there that comes over the
old telegraph long strip, & it off, paste it up. And we get all the incoming
messages, outgoing messages on movements and everything. It was a
restricted type of thing. | was in the communications departriéathad

three shifts, because we were operating around the clock. Intaato

assignment for over a year. Now, augmenting that assignment, one of the
things iswhenwewoulde vent ual ly the camps got go
graduate, we’'d have to send them off t
train. That bcatedwithwas right on the Budington train route.

And so we put them on a troop train, and sent them all over the United States.
They had to have senior petty officers assigned to go with them to escort
them that was one of the perks of being in the camimations office,

because we could take one of our fellows out and assign him on that job, so
we always had one from the office out on one of those trips, taking him
around. So we alternated.

What was your rank at that time?
| moved up tcsecond class petty officer at that time.
Wel | , | " m Il ooking at

And then | moved up to first class petty office. | was all the way up to first
class petty officer right fast.

l " m |l ook+ng at this

That' s the saggeane as a first
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—pay chart. It says, at | ea$,twhichn t oday
would be equivalent to a staff sergeant in the Army.

E-6. Staff sergeant, yeah.
So you moved up to there within two years; you were a stajéaet.

Oh, yeah, | moved right up. We had a Mustang, a guy that gatlesl into

the military, a Lieutenant Lachman. N o
an enlisted man, chief petty officer,
goingtotk e one of these tours, you know,
sign it. Oh, he was a great guy. I me a
to ask you to sign thisst. |l * m tgkea ngr o wp of recruits
“Well ,” he saywys,qguels'tlilonasiWiydutthi s hel
“Lieut enthehte,l |i twissur ehel p win the war.?”
Know. He says, “1’'11 sigayilegavbehe” dl
“l's this going to hedwasthattypedfdoe war ?”7 vy
|l i eut enant . He’ d been a Mustang over i

him on anything. (laughs)
When you say Mustang, what does that mean?

Well, he was recalled, you know. Yeah. Like our instructor at boot pam

Okay, s you’'re there at Sand Point, b
over th country, |l would assurme t hat
that—me x cus e me, At hol \wrtkahSand Pgniwas.e t he |

(0]
e

Oh, no. Oh, no. Athol, Idaho had one tavern down there, one tavern. And
there was a guy, Chuck Isaacsbbomthe state of Washington. His father and
he were in the supply business for logging, chains and chainsaws and all that
type of stuff and he was a godoluddy of mine. He was a storekeeper. He
finally got assigned up into the Aleutian Islands from Sand Plaunthe was

sent over to Farragut, Idaho, the training center, like | Wasvas assigned

into communications. But he was in the telephone operdtiagvas a

telephone operator. He was a storekeeper. And then he went up to the
Aleutian Islands.

Well, my question here for you idid you feel, by the time you got into 1943,
maybe heading towards 1944, thihé war was going to pass you by{ou
were going to be stuck in the United States for the entire thing?

Yes. Fortunately, Il didn’t get into
Il didn’t know anything about ; I had
chain of command. | ligd the Navy. | enjoyed it. Good food, good

association, good camaraderie. Oh, | fit right in. | was already thiriking
think it’s a I ot more fun than sitting
in Aurora’” And, oh, we took these tours. One time Ik@otour all the way

~—~ —
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from Farragut, ldaho, down into Miami, or Fort Lauderdale. Then | dumped
them off, and | went down to Miami with a fellow that was in the postal office
at Farragut, Idaho. He got transferred down, and | went down and saw him.

Everytime comi ng back, |l > d always come thr
chance to come home and see my folks. You know, you always had a few
days’ |l eave in the trip, you’'d work it

route it around his hometown. Well, you did thiige that, and in charge of
a troop train.

I remember one time a |little in
what we’'re doing here, some of the
train followed a regular train. A regular passenger train wgaldand then
would come a troop train that would be
second troop train. Now, | was on the second troop train with a load of sailors
| was taking them somewhere, and one guy got something in his eye. It was
veryserous We had a corpsman on board, and
handle.” So | told h4thecohdoctordaehndo ahead,
have a medical doctor at the next stop. Well, what happened is the medical
doctor from the Army base come out for a imatistop for the first troop
train, he treated the guy, and he left, and he was on his way back to the Army
base. So when we got there, we had to wait for him to get the message and
come back to service us. So the train was going to be put sidthg;we
were going to wait for that, the guy to come out and treat him. They did funny
things back then. Now, what am | going to do, keep these guys on a train
here? 1t’s hot, and, youtheyrhadlke no ai r
regularboxcars theyut them in built assleeper cars-for the troops.

cide
t hi

So | saw there was sort of a tavern across the stéeealways had
guards at the front of each exit on th

know, jump off. So | went over and talked to the owner. I,said* | * ve got a
whole load of sailors over here. If | brought them in here, could you put

guards at the door and keep them in he
going to have to sit on there for about an hour, for an hour, an hour and a half

del ayaysHe
“1711 treat t hem.

Sur e, bring them over.” He

So | said, “AIlIl right, everybody f a
they were just out of boot camp and | was a first class petty officer. Man,
t hey’ d snatpo.t ol amaly s,na“pTell you what w
We’'re going to go over here, and we'’'re
you're going t o Iildindeneaguydbetstoutdfbne,r ecr eat i
you're all going to benowuwasrealgrdugh bac k
to them. “Olaay,h.st aMetl lqgf ft hey knew how

file, in they wentThey went in there, and this guy, he gave them beer and

everything and they had a good time in there. And they all filed out and they

went aboard and we took the head count
friend for life, (laughter) that whole rest of the trip.
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That' s the way | got along with peo
them. | always tried to take care of the troops, anthazka good time. That
was one |little incident we have. I I

We took care of this guy, his eye was treated, and we went on.

| suspect the tavern owner kind of liked it too, becaud®dywas paying for
these drinks.

Oh, we paid for it, but he was very generous. Oh, he was a nice guy. My gosh.

Give them sandwiches on the house and everything. People were good. People
were good. As you’'d come by, you know,
Moralews good in the Navy. Well Jhadve wer e
enlisted. We never had the dratft till later on in the Navy. That was one thing:

in the Navy, you enlisted.

Well, that’'s because they enlioted in
the Army.

That’'s right. But i f any guy started t
Navy. I f you want to gripe, resign, go
and then you can gripe. You enlisted.

“ ¥ah. Well, I guess | did. This is better than being in the Army, so what the
heck?” (laughs)

But you didn’t spend the whole war in

Oh, no. | had to volunteer to get out
than | did. | voluntereed for sea duty, and | asked for a cruiser.

Okay, well, |l et’ s back wup just a Iitt]l

Yeah.

Just going through your career, up till this point, had you been on board ship
much at all, rather than training?

No, no.

Did you know if you were going to be able to deal with seasickness and things
like that?

No, | didn’t know anything about shiphb
shipboard training at boot camp, anypesh i pboar d d dai bhi mgver
to go through that because | was a petty officer, you know. And | worked

myself up. By the time | hit for sea duty, | was first class. But | did, |

volunteered. | volunt eermitdiftite wargndst o f f
or somet hing,ouanddo,, ‘DMhda?’ diDduryi ng t he
camp all my time training guys.’ " (Il au
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Not just a boot camp, but the name of the boot camp.

Yeah. We called it the Asshole of Creation there, Athol, Idaho. But Farragut,

Idaho, named aftekdmiral Farragut. It was good training. | worked hard

there, communications. We did a lot of work there. | was proud of the work |

did there. But | volunteered for sea duty, and | requested a cruiser. Now, |
didn’'t know i f t hat ppedackito Beemertonhligatg. So

over to Bremerton, and her e’ saguyhe <chi e
knew from Farragut, and he was over th
with a cruiser, chief.” He glaatthat “ We ' |

time, we were building our amphibious force. We had different sections in the

Navy. We had submarine force; we had the air force, you know, with the

carriers; we had minesweepers; and well, we had all the different branches,

you know—demolition this and that and the other thing. And they were

building up the amphibious forgthat was a separate force. You got a special

patch on your shoulder if you were on the amphibious force because we had to

take back all the islands that the Japanesedwekin their initial thrust, and

t hat was Nimitz’s plan, and MacArthur.

But what was the mission of the amphibious force?

Well, to take over all the islands. The amphibious force, they were building
these Kaiser ships. Build one in a week

The Liberty ships?

A Liberty ship. A whole ship, one week. | mean, they were expendable. They
threw them together. I mean, they were
there, the one you got there.

Yeah, okay.
Yeah.
Nothing more than just a cargo ship.

That ' s r i @xfdrd Now, they had $h& APA, personnel, and AKA,
which was supplies. —dlt’ Bsosetehat’ ¢ hatrm
you got there.

Yeah. | got some other pictwdere | can show you.
Well, there’ s one in there of my ship.
| got these off the internet.

Wel | |, that'’' s very similar to this one.
minesweeper.
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| should have written it down.
Well, this is the same type, this here, this cargo ship.
Okay.

Yeah. This says here, yeah, 218. Mine was 189. See the boats? All the boats

t hey had on here, they’d | ower those b
have troops that get in here, ahéy go out, circle like this, and then away all

boats on the invasion.

Well, tell us the difference-this is something the Navy guys leve
These are my two ships. This ship is like that one there.

This is something the Navy guysatly emphasize when us landlubbers make
the mistake of calling a ship a boat.

Well, a boat is what you put aboard. These are boats. This is a ship.
So a ship carries boats.

Yeah. This is a ship. Yeah,ybu callashipaboati t s a boat that
board a ship, yeah. Some guys call their aircraft carrier a boat. But the proper
thing—this is a ship, this is a ship, these are boats.

So the ship that you got to was what?

This one.

What s the name of it?

USSOxford APA 189. Now, all at once, the
send you out here on this here with the amphibious. | got to send everybody

on amphibious, send you to Asturia, Or

to Astoria, Oregon. Now, they had had a-poenmissioning detail formed

down in San Diego area getting together. The crew that was going to go on
these new ships they were building up, Kaiser ships, you know, throwing
them together. As soon as they lma that was just about ready, then this
pre-commissioning gang, as they got together all the different rates for the
ship, they’'d send them up, and -t hen we
commissioning detail. There was only about four or five ahuke office. |

never was down at the poemmissioning detail in San Diego. | went right to
Astoria We had an ensign there, which is like a second lieutenant, and three
other guys, | think. Maybe four. And then we waited for them to come up.
When the sip was ready, then, we went right from there over to the ship. The
first ship I got on. Now, | was sort of at a disadvantage there because | was
first class, my next step was chief, and the guy down at the pre
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commissioning—downwith the big group—wasa first class, and of course he

had the in with the commanding officer and everyb&#p. when we went

about the ship, there was the opening for one chief, and he got it. | never got

mad, though. | mean, he was ahead of me. He jumped me. And so he was
madeche f . Now, | ' m aboard the ship. Now
so |I'"m froze at first <cl ass.

What's the ship compl ement ?
(pause) | should know that.

Just ballpark figure.

Oh, two, three hundred.

That many? Okay

Yeah, yeah. Yeah, we had the engineering and we had the guys that get the

boats in the water and so forth, and then we have the regular quartermasters

and things |like that. They’d be about
guartermasters, soanyofeach S o | mi ssed out on my ¢
that, because that was my next step. | wanted to make chief petty officer. |

was a going guy. | was qualified, and | liked to. | was sort of stuck. But | had

charge of the executive office on boardgpskand | ran that. Then we went out.

Our first time we went out, we sailed out of San Francisco. Well, we

commissioned the ship in Astoria, Oregon, and then we had to go out on sea

trials with the whole crew, go up and down the coast, you know, run her at

full speed, stop, you know, back up, go in reverse, do this, do that. And this

was quite an operation. Oh, yeah, this is Astoria. That was a big fishy place. A

lot of the WAVES that were there moonlighted and worked in the canning
factory. They smelleddkie t erri bl e. (laughs) You’d
“You're workengnpahe canning factory,
“How can you tell?” One whiff! (laught
and you' ' d say, (snifftory,oudam'rtk y au 2’h
Well, this is your first time on the ship out in the ocean.

Yeah, yeah.

Did you adapt to that pretty quickly?

This is interesting. Yeah. Astoria, Oregon, yeah.

Yeah, we’'re | ooktoriagreaat a map of the A

l " m Il ooking for one place we used to t
Yeah. Well, anyway. That was good. And then we went on sea trials. Now,
the sea trials, you’'d take a ship and
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t hey’ dofull stapesee how it works, back it up, turn it. And you got
fellows aboard before the Navy accepts it. Once the Navy accepts it, then you

commi ssion it. So |I'"m a plankowner. N o
aboard a ship when it goes into comnassiSo | was a plankowner. You get

a special certificate that you' re a pl
League and you' re active in there and

you’'re an honorary plankowner

But anyway, so we had our trials,cawe went up and down. Went
down to Long Beach, went down to San Francisco, up and down the coast,
running through sea drills. General quarters. General quarters! See, the first
tme—l didn’t know one end of the ship f
quat er s. ” | said, you know, |l " m up on t
the way up? Ladders go up one side and down on the other, you know, when
you're going to gener atyougo@wmnnonegsgle Don’
and down on the other. And whatwdo when you first learn the ladder is
you grab hold of the top, you take one step, you slide right on down, and
you're down at the bottom of the | adde
You learn that. General quarters. My general quarters here wagsalywan
the bridge. | put on a headset of phones. My phones were connected to the
forecastle, the fantail, port, starboard, engine room, several different damage
control centers. In other words, if something would happen in combat, we get
hit orsomething t hen t hey’'d report from damag
they’d say, “Damage control station nu
We’ ve got a hit down here. We’ve got a
officer of the deck or the captain, whoewveas the officer of the deck. | says,
Damage control center smdso reports this, or Fantail reports bogeys
coming in at a certain thing or something, and | had communication.
Ot herwise it was all silence. Now, a |
knew | was up there. They knew me, and | knew who all these guys were,
especially down in the engineroomh ey weren’t supposed t
but (makes popping soun i et ,
happening?” (makes pogdgd "dYo®su
“Everything okay, okay. T
down in the bowels of the s
youknowThey knew me personall vy,
and that mde them feel better. | felt real good about that wa s n
breaking silence or anything, violating anything on there.
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When is the first time, then, that you shipped out for combat?

The first time we went overseas, we were in Sandtsao, and we took off
underneath the Golden Gate, and we knew we were going to he&deout.
went out in convoy. Now, this is the f
in convoy, all these ships. Most of them were like us, amphibious ships,
naturaly And we’d make a maneuver. They’'d
supposed to do. So all of them acknowl
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going to do. You're going to make a tu
turn to the port so many degrees. Andythatch, and the head ship, up with a

flag that said, “execute.” And then th
you know, and we’'d do what the flags t
starboard or we’'d make a turn Ho the p
first time that | saw all these ships just liketrodpspm t hey’' d al | t u
this, go this way.

Any idea how many ships would have been in the convoy with you?

Oh, yeah. We had maybe fifteen or so. Yeah. Then we had a practee. Th

we had gunnery practice. We’'d have gen
general quarters. You’'d go, and they’d
millimeters. | never had any of that there. My duty was up on the bridge.

What was the largest guratithey had on the ship?

The largest what?

The largest weapon, gun?

Five-inch. They had a fivénch on the fantail.

For a landlubber, the fantail means ..?
The rear, yeah. Fantail. Yeah, you had a-fneh there The Dixie had a

fantail five-inch gun one time, and we had a fakihis is during the Korean

War . |l > m jumping ahead; |-indhigunprutlet put
fant ai | , -inthiskel, absut lige tHati Anéwe had a fake invasion, so

we had our gun, and it was |l oaded, and
invasion. And so the crew on the back
t hrough the muzzle,” rather than take
normally would. And the captaingas , “Per mi ssion granted
the muzzle.” Well, this was a destroye

battle. (laughs) So they pointed it at North Korea and they fired. (laughter) So
alltheguyssyou don’t know what dagtant gun <cr e
t hought: | fired on the North Koreans.
there then. They had foryillimeters just for protection of the ship from

aircraft.

And | was on that ship-we stopped at Pearl Harbor, and then from
Pearl Harbor we @nt on down, all the way down douméa New Caledonia.

Noumeé®&
Yeah. We crossed the equator. | got initiated as a shellback.

Well, | wanted you to tell us about that as well.
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That is an experience. That is an experieBeek then, during the war and

that there, when you were initiated into the domain of the deep sea as a

shellback, that was something. Those that were on there, if you were a

shellback, you kept your card, and on the day of the initiation, crossing the

eqguator, why, one of the chiefs, the didhers, would get all decorated up like

King NeptuneHedc ome up through the chain | oc!
on the forecastle, forward part of the ship right here. And he had his queen,
attendants, and all theigs to do the dirty work. And then you were called up

one by one-and this was all day lorgyou were called up and you had to

give your name and everything, and then they put you through the initiation.

They had a great big round canvas bag there, sotolf@v thing, about

from here over to the far door over there, and you had to crawl through that,

and that was all filled with garbage. | mean, garbage. Coffee grounds,

everything they got from the mess deck, thrown in the garbage can they had in
there, ad you had to crawl all through that there. That was one part of the

i nitiation. Another one is you had to
over, they give you.a. Il you werein wasskivvies, just a pair of shorts. |

mean, you di daslseon. Asaoudentoovey, thdy had a piece of
fire hose about that | ong, and they’'d
hurt. There was a chaplairhe was a Baptist chaplain down in Georgthey

had him in skivvies and hip boots, filled full ofter, standing on derke

had a big, heavy chain around his neck, and it went out, and at the end of the
chain was a whistle. And they’d take t
maybe ten feet. They’'d say, “€hdpl ai n,
have to walk with his boots full of water over there to get the whistle, and as

he bent over to get the whistleham he got a (laughter-he was sort of a

little well-built on the rear end anyway. Oh, man, | thought it was cruelty.

Really. I mean, thewent beyond what they should have done with that man.

And he got all sunburned because he was-Bghti n ne d . But he’d r
bl ow the whistle. He’'d have to blow th
went through t o be orget andgou §obaacertéicate y o u’ | |
t hen. Now, they don’+ do any of that n

They don’t?
No. It s very neat. Thithen. woul d never d
So they don’t have any kind of a shell

Oh, t her e imtiatian. Yeahethey gulbtricks on you and things like
that, but nothing as mean, as heartless as what they did then.

But as | understand, each ship would have its own little nuances to the
ceremony.

Oh, yeah. And some ships were nat®ut it In some ships, they got after
certain guys, you know. Of course, they all knew me as the yeoman and all,
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up there irfirst class, and | got a few heavy whacks on the butt by the junior
seamen in my office. But it was all done in fun.

What d you think of New Caledonia once

We got down there and we anchored. Now, this is one of my first things at

sea. We anchored, and at the gangway, we had a bright light, naturally, so
somebody comi ng up stanitble. These mrg myafiyst timedo u | d n’
at sea, so I '"m learning things. And I
water is just clear. You |l ook down. Yo
You look down there and see everything in the water. | look doene tland

this bright light shining attracted all these different fish. My gosh, octopuses
swing by, sharks would swing by, all d
go swimming in the ocean (laughter) with all those fish in there. Now, that

was fascindng to me as a guy fromthe Midwekt’ d never seen any
that. And that’' s wIlhatwasone @ gy experiencése ar n t

You asked me what | saw at New Caledoiiiaat was the first time
we anchored like thatve were underway mostf t he ot her t i me ¢
have time to goof around and get ashore. And some of the islalod& over

there and see all ofthosefede aded nati ves. I don’t kn
dyed red, big bushy people. They gave liberty to the crew at a coiugpets.
They hit an island; you could go on th

beer. The beer was frozen. So you put them in your hip pocket and hope that
when you opened them up they were unfrozen. My two cans when | opened
them up, they were stiftozen, so | never got to drink any beer. But you

didn’t miss that there. You had a | ot
of friends aboard ship. I don’A think
couple of the guys were hard to get along witlt, Ilmever got to the point

where any problem.

Do you recall roughly the date when you guys sailed under the Golden Gate

Bridge and headed out to first combat duty?

Probably ' 43. |l >d have to go back.. See
write a |letter, you couldn’t say every
|l " m doing okay, Mom,” and send it. Tha
say where you were, what you’ re doing,

Okay. Did you go tdsuadalcanal, then, because | think a let-of

We came up froNouméa, Caledonj&uadalcanal had already been hit. It

had been secured. We had a practice landing of the troops that we had aboard
onto the Guadalcanidland. That was the firskrill we had, after we got out

there Put the boats in the water, went through, just like we were going to
invade Guadalcanal. That was the first training session overseas.

Were these Army troops you had on board?
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Army troops, yes.

And had they been on board since you shipped out?
Yeah, mmhmm.

Makes for crowded conditions.

Very crowded. Glad | wasn’t in the Arn-
they’d have breakfast. As gaumndas t hey
get in the line for lunch. So they were in line all the time they were on board.

Then they’'  d have lunch and they’d get
down the these | ines, l ooking at the g
somebodyrom my hometownAnd | did. One guy, Jimmy Clausen. He was a
cheerleader at East Aurora High School. God, he only weighed about 120

pounds. Little guy. And he was going to be in the one invasion of the

Philippines. | was in two major invasions. We pubfpe aboard at different

i slands that were occupied in that tha
secured. We were shifting all around the South Pacific. But the two major

invasions that we had was the Philippines at Lingayen Gulf, and Okinawa,

April 1, 1942.

Yeah. When was the landing in the Philippines, do you recall? Lingayen Gulf,
is that ..?

That was after MacArthur had to come back. He landed down here in Leyte,

right here. Judge Mills and I, we went back for the fiftieth anniverskityeo

l anding at Leyte. TWedad'tostaydabthemnernslamm.r T ac
Then they had a typhoon in Manila, so we had to stay on this one island down

here. But when we invaded Lingayen Gulf, which is up-hdrat says

Lingayen Gulf right up her.

Il think it’”s right in here where you s
Wel | |, maybe. Let’ s see, where’s Manil a
Yeah, Manila is..

Oh, this is Manila. Oh yeah, here you
That ' s a b eirahere, Sdbic Bay, ®\wereop thig side. We come up

and invaded down into Lingayen Gulf, which was going to cut the Army off.

We had to come in through the Mindanao Strattisis is Mindanae-through

here. Yeah. Now, as we came through here, the sea wagdgse Now, |

hadmeen all around the world in the Na

the ship would go through, five feet ©b
Alittlebtone i sl and here, Mi ndanao. And t hi
Thisi s a very deep part of the ocean, an
|l ot of sharks here.” Boy, Il was saying
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me, sink me someplace, but don’t sink
Straits.” fihkfardttimelwas adile metvous about it, because

we were talking amongst ourselves abdionder what it is. But coming in

through here, we knew where we were going, up here. But that was the only

time | was really worried about if I got hit. Iddin * t want t o get hi
Mindanao Straits.

Wel | , |l would think there’d be plenty
the area as well.

Oh, they did. We had to go through minefields, particularly coming around
through Subic Bay and throng her e. And we | anded here
Jimmy Clausen ashore. | watched. He climbed over, full pack and everything,

and | waved to him, and over he went.

Do you know what division he was in?
No.

What was the mood of the Armigoops, knowing that they were going to
combat, | would assume most of them for the first time?

Well, the guys were pretty serious abo
They were going into battle, yeah. They knew. And they were hardened. They

werewellt r ai ned. They were good guys. At 1
sleep below; it was too dang hot. They

know. Deck was loaded with guys sleeping on the steel deck. | had a bunk
down below, but aboard shighad a little compartment that was up here, and |
had a cot that | acquired and a mattress | had stowed thes&s a storeroom

rightuphereend t hat was my stater oom. Il di dn
Now, it was too hot in there because they darélesiep and closed everything

down. It was hot, and I’ d often take n
the forecastle here, right hefeor ecast l e up t here. But
cot up next to the superstructure. Now, | had a rubber thingf thadined,

l>d pull the rubber thing over me, so
guarters, |l had to jump out of that co
in my cot. Guard my cot. You can sl eep
yessir. Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.”
the steel deck, he |l aid in my cot I’ d
an hour . |l >’d come back down, and | say
Hey, you going to be heteo mor r ow night too?” (Il augh
l i ke that . Il got along with everybody.
always try to get two, three extra apples or oranges and if the guys are
standing in |ine or s oyoukhow Thnegy,” dl ’'cdo nsel i

by the office We always helped each other out.
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It looks like the Army hit Lingayen Gulf, the landing there in Luzon Island, on
the ninth of January 1945. Does that sound right to you?

That would be it.

Which I would think means that you guys were sailing north from
Guadalcanal area. You spent Christmas in the open ocean.

Oh, yeah.
You recall Christmas on the open

Yeah, two Christmases out there. Before we hit Lingayen Gulf, we voang d
a lot of, I said, island hopping, taking guys from this island to that island. This

island would gethalt apt ured and we had to put in
them up here and throw them in. I di dn
| > d | oeo kc hoarr tt,h but then | coulhdn’t kee
guartermaster would | et me see where w
copy of where we were or anything. And
secrecy, I > | | pingsSo wd wemt gffdrom thishistkabdtol > m s e

that island to this island to that island. Went dowbllithi and all different
places.

Now, after Lingayen, we went back,
went to, but we had to regroup and get ready to go ugOkioawa.

Okay. | want to back up a little bit. Do you recall, was there anything special
that was done on Christmas on ship?

We got a Christmas dinner. How t hey ev
turkey, sweet potatoes, the whole works.

When you got to Lingayesthis is one place that sounds like you were going
into hot combat that was contestedas there artillery barrage leading into
that?

Well, we being troop ships, we wouldn’
ships,cruisers, destroyers, and that there, would have been in first, and it
would have secured the place for | andi

Did you see many Japanese aircraft?
No. No.
Japanese submarines?

No. Never s& any submarines. At this particular landing here, | did not know
about any kamikazes.
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DePue: That was a little early for that, I think.

Mitchler: Yeah. Okinawa, we went into the landing at Okinawa, and of course the fleet
was out her e, verdftetThe&amikazeswihtite t hey
destroyers, cruisers, battleships, and everything on the perimeter. They wanted
to destroy them. | only saw one plamethe invasion of Okinawa, when he
came in, we were in close, unloading, and there was a sistaresrijis
unloading, and a plane came down, just missed our fantail, hit the water. It
happened so fast, | didn’t hardly see
the flying bridge—notunder cover up on tepn the or
Okinawa. That was gie a sight to see. A lot of firing. On this side, there was
rockets. (makes noises)

DePue: Had the aircraft, the Japanese kamikaze, had it been hit by you guys, as far as

you knew?
Mitchler: It didn’t hit much of our wunits that |
DePue: No, | meaan, did they hit the aircraft? | mean, it missed-the

Mitchler: Oh, our ship?
DePue: Yeah.

Mitchler: No, we never fired at any that | know of, no. We practiced, you know, but we
never had any coming in at us like you see in the movies. You know, here
comesone coming in. No, they were not really attacking the transports like
that. They were after the capital ship
damage. Submarines probably would like éigto our convoy, but we never
had any problems that | know oftiwisubmarines.

DePue: Okay. | got a little ahead of the story. You were just talking about after you
dropped off the Army troops at Lingayen Gulf. Then what? Then you headed
south again?

Mitchler: Yeah, we went down to a couple of different islands angggared for the
invasion of Okinawa. That was the next one. In between Lingayen Gulf and
Okinawa was Iwo Jima. | was not in the invasion at lwo Jima, but that was in
between the Philippines and Okinawa.

DePue: Okay. You picked up some troops, then, againmeplace?
Mitchler: Oh, yeah.
DePue: Where would that have happened?

Mitchler: Just out there in the islands.
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l " m sure it all kind of blurs together

Yeah. Well, | never paid attention to what island it was. | could gonughe
bridge—I knew the quartermasterand | would ask him where we were, and

he'd show me, but the Pacific is a big
there, you knowWe were a troop transport, youknowe * d t ake al | t
troops on it and unloadh¢m and put some more on and take them from this

i sland to that island. Someti mes we’d
in a convoy of three, four ships. | sent for the history ofQkéord where it

went, all this, you know, and | gave itto my 8 . He’' s a geol ogi st
“Here, take a big map of the Pacific n
our ship went, all around here and the
he’ |l |l do that someday. But we were on
i slands, because we'd pick up troops a

It was the idea where they need reinforcements for support. Because island
hopping was the way we did it down there, and hit the major ones.

Was it always Army troops ambt Marines?
We had some Marines aboard once, yeah. Mostly Army. Infantry, infantry.
Did you have any rough weather?

We wereinacouplavh at | ' d tomsng, hut aboaed the trassport

don’t think we ghaeveatheriWhendwagintheal |y r ou
minesweeping at the end of the war, and in the Korean War, | got in some

rough weather on the type of ships tha

Okay. Well , |l et’ s get wup to Okinawa th
Okay.

Tell us about whayou experienced in Okinawa.

The Okinawa was really one great experience.

And as | understand, the landing started about the first of April?

Apr il 1, Easter Sunday, April Fool s’ C
Japan.lwoJim was owned by Japan, but it res
here’s sort of connected onto the isla

from Sasebo. So that actually is Japan. Now, we grouped for that invasion
took on a whole load of Armyguys. laid t know anyt hing abo
being hit when | was aboard tRxford

You didn’t hear about t hat unt il after
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unt i | Il > d come back, yeah. You didn’'t
You couldn’t tell esabootuttsoyoujustdigdygour coul dn
duty, did what you were told, and try to keep peace.

Well, and that was primarily a Marine operation, almost exclusively Marine
operation.

Yeah, that was a Marine operation. Well, we had our capital SMp$ad

landing ships just like ours that landed them in there. Yeah. Now, the

Okinawa, we started out in a big convoy. Now, usually for an hour before

sunrise, we set general quarters. Everybody gets aabebdggs breakfast

when we'’' r e g @sion Jheygve ywsteakrandiegdle went

up on the flying bridge. Now, nor mally
enclosed, but we went up on the top bridge, which was the flying bridge, we

called it. You could see every which way. Darah, gosh, it waslark. Dark

as pitchaswe came in for the landin@s the sun started to come up a little

bit, you know, your eyes get accustomed, you can see off. And | looked in that
direction—oh my gosh, the ships. | looked in thadth my gosh, the ships. |

look behindme, and there’s ships. |l > ve never
our armada coming into Okinawa. Of course, we never went right up to the
shore, see. We were just back; we put the boats in the water; away all boats.
Some of the landing craft went ashared dropped the front end. Well, we
didn’t do any of that. Our boats di
those ships. Holy man. Of cour se, I
|l > ve fought. So we saw alelWetwr@ise s hi
there a couple dayand then we left there. It was a successful landing. We
landed all of our equipment and everything on board, and it was a successful
landing invasionThey got ashore, and then the fighting really started. That

was a tatible massacre on there. | revisited Okinawa with my two sons on the
military historical tours. We were on there for four days, and we toured the
whole thing, saw all the fighting areas and everything. The peopleattre

lower end thereThe Japaneseere comingThey di dn’t want to
they were jumping off a cliff, committing suicide, just jumping off.

Could you understané
| saw that.
—how people would do that, what would cause people to do that?

Oh, they taght us a lot about Okinawa when we was aboard there. They still

have those military historical tours.
d o rtHink we can get o®kinawa again, no. No, they got us off of Okinawa.

You probably could go on there agpassport, just want to go in there on
business or go there as a citizen, the
on a military tour. Il n fact, they won’
reason or other. But you were on here four days agm ybu took one trip
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down to Iwo Jima and come back, with my two boys. But when we were

there, they toured us all the thinige thing about it is that this was a fight to
death. They took schoolchildren and th
say, t“hliaskemessage over there.” And the
with a message. If they know they had a mesdag@y) shoot them down. |

mean, they were that desperate. They had their backs to the wall. After

Oki nawa, the emper otryougways did,at Okikhea; and we s a
you’'re going to do the same thing on t
people; you’'re going to |l ose a | ot of

But that’'s contrary to what thee samur a
raised with.

Well, you had the military. The military had taken over control from the

emperor. In fact, the emperor, when he miukedecisiorto do it, they were

going to assassinate him. The military was so strong, and they were going to

goin and assassinate Hirohito. But his message to the pebplevas so

powerful—if you read his message to the peeplnd they were geared up to

fight to death, and they were. Every woman and child and capable guy, they

were going to fight to death. Andhise ssage to them, “In th
our anc e s-ttley got adliffedertdhey’go dynasties, you know;
they re different than us. Like if Oba
George Washington, he woul cknowwhi nk t hat
(laughter)To hell with George Washington!

Well, we’ re a little bit ahead of the
we met earlier, your ship evacuated Marine casualties to Guam after
Okinawa? Does that sound familiar?

Wetookaf ew aboar d. We didn’t take too mal
heck out of there. We unloaded them an
supposed to take too many casualties, no.

So what was the duty for the ship after that?

Ship aftertha ? We | eft there and went down t

there for quite a while. We’d been in
and—

And by this time Guam had been liberated as well.
Yes. Guam was okay. We could come into Guaimigih, Saipan.
And from there?

So then we come into Guam, and we have the anchor pool. Now, the anchor
pool i's whenever you' re going to a maj
everybody gets a little envelopgou fill it out, and it ha a number in it.
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When they dropped the anchor, it had to be recorded in the log the exact time
the anchor went down, and if you had that number, then you won the anchor
pool. See, sort of a little gamble. | won thelaor pool: one hundred dollars.

After | won the anchor pool, then we had a message cartfeeiiship
was to go from Guam, Pearl Harbor, back to Long Beach, get reconditioned,
getting ready for the big invasierJapanWhen you got to Pearl Harbor, you
were to get rid of this personnel. No sems having all this personnel on there
doing nothing. Transfer them at Pear|
States and get reassignment and get ready the ships. So | was going to get
transferred to another shangtogolbacwas sor
to Long Beach and have to go through all the refitting and all that. So when
we hit Pearl Harbor, | left with my hundred dollars. (laughter)

| went back on the USBoyle It was a destroyer that took me back to
the States. | got to the Stat and they gave me a little leave. | went home,
come back to Long Beach. | got back to Long Be#wt was a reassignment
place, and | was there for a short period of time. Now, my brother was in the
Navy, and he was dowand had a ATA 37. That was aeagoing tug. He was
stationed down in San Diego and Long Beach, sort of up and down the coast.
He had a 1935 Packard. So | made liberties with him, and we had a good time
together. Nav, that was after | came back from the minesweeping that | met
him. Not d that time. | went right back, and then | went back on there, and |
got reassigned at the base.

This is an interesting story |11 t
and we were making liberty. Now, we needed gas, so | rode back to lllinois
andgivehem t he story that | ’m out here on
some green stamps so | can buy gas. Ga

somebody got at the rationing thing. | got a big brown envelope that was filled

with green stamps. | could have had egiogreeriration] stamps to supply

the whole fleet. (laughter) Well, | let it be known that | got stamps. There was

one place, a service station, where I tratled o adcast , | says, *
these stamps. Give them to your custormiéFbere was adutenant

commander that liked to go down to the racetrack, and | gave him a lot of

stamps, because he had to drive the car down to the racetrack, Surf and Turf

down there, they called it. | got acquainted with him. He became a good

friend.

| wasthere,ath al |l at once | got word in t
minesweep squadron, go up and do minesweeping, and they want a yeoman in
the minesweep squadron. | had a yeoman in the office that | got acquainted

with, and he says, “¥osgsayge,gbdinganot ke
now. They’re going to | ook down here a
experience on the APA. They’  re going t
hooked.” So the | i suptoena@natimeand nersays)yder ¢
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“ H elyant to introduce you to a captain, a Navy captain. He wants to talk to
you.” | says, “Oh, I know what it is.”
lanky guy—h e mu st have beenhebvasgsittinginaki nny as
chair. They had a chair thabrt of leaned back sort of like an Adirondack

chair, whatever they call that. You know, you sort of sit back. Cloth. His

knees went sort of up and down. Rugdperhouse was his name.

Fryburgerhouse. We nicknamed him Hamburger House. Nice guy. Captain.

What was his-captain?

He was a captain. He was sitting thélrkis lieutenant commander come in,

and he says, “Captain, this is First C
with the amphibs and now he’ikkyob®ck her
meet hi m. Mitchler, this is Captain Fr
And he | ooked at me. “Mitchler, are yo
standing at attention, you know, like you do. | took one step back, snapped my

heels togdt e r . | says, “Captain, a sailor i:
kept a straight face. I thought he’ d..

guy is this? And then he broke out into laughter, you know. He caught it. He

was a r eal g mavafhe wasiayhardnbseddcapthin.’You kriow,

you had them in the Navy. They were tough, then you had the kind, and the in

bet ween. You know, you’ ve got all kind

Well, | would suspect as a captain, which is a colonel in the Army, he had
been in the Navy well before the war started.

Oh, yeah. Oh, sure. Yeah. He wor ked hi
Was he an Academy guy?

Il don’t know. Il never got into that. Y
didn’t know davg-dhishs my first aruise, yoh lkenow. |

didn’t know enough abouishearhAcadddyvy t o €
man, or did he graduate NROTC, or how’
father an admiral? Is he a hardnose, or is he good, a Mustang, orMehat?

never knew what you were going to run into.

| want to back you up a little bit, because about this-tittes would have
been, what, early summer of 19457

Wel | , it’s after April Fool s’ Davy, Eas
havebeen about June, something in there.

Okay. | want to ask you about your reaction to two different events that you
guys certainly would have heard about .
remember that, when Franklin Roosevelt died?
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Oh, yesyes. Yes, | do remember that. | heard about it from the quartermasters

up there, and | went to our executive offiedrhappened to meet him in the
passageway. He was sort efaobody liked him aboard shipvery

dominating, and none of the crew liked theaireve officer. He was a

lieutenant commander, and he wanted to make commander so he could get the
gold braid on his.. The captain of the

him captain. And | met him in the passageway, and ks&ys d cal | hi m

commander.Yo know, he’s a |ieutenant <c¢comma
commander . |l said, “Commander, did you
died?” “Mitchler, you're always starti
cranky son of a gun. You know, give me the time ofdayp Abt r eady t o ..
You know. So | walked away from him. F
then he found out. He never apologized

attitude, everything. He never got along with anybody.

We had a fellow on board shighewas a leutenant—BarclayH.
Warburton Ill. Now, | had all the information. Barclay H. Warburton I1l. He
listed he lives on Park Avenue, New York. That was his home ad@essl|
had thereHis next of kin to be notified if anything happened was Mrs.
Vanderbilt.tHewasagoodl ooki ng guy. You could tel]l
him all my | etters to censor. | said,
be glad to do that.

The letters you sent out?

Yeah, sent home t o mthingnkeep hng recordd. Andi dn’ t
|l > d always give them to him because he
confined him to his quarters one ti me
thought to myselfyou dumbhead, doing like that. He was a gentleman all the

way. He stayed with the ship, after the ship from Guam went back to Long

Beach, they refitted it, and they went out again, went up to the Philippines,

and was all set for the invasion of Japan, and the war ended. And | suppose it

being a transport, maybbey pi cked some stuff up an:
know whatever happened to them.

The other event | wanted to ask you about was hearing about victory in
Europe when the Nazis surrendered. Do you remember hearing that news?

We didn'nt tdheatt itmooo much. That was in Ji
May. It was in May.

Fourth, sixth, right around my birthday. What was the date of that, June sixth
or June..?

No, I think it was in May, early in May timeframe.
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May?VVJDay? Oh, no |I’'m thinking of VJ Day.
VE Day’.

s right. VJ Day

No, VE Day, yeah, that
"t hear a bunch abou

t her e. No, we didn
was ...

No real reaction?

No, | mear—

Why, because your war was still going on?
Ah, we were in the middle of everything, yeah.

Well, that’'s interesting.

| mean, your mind kept pretty much to your work. You know, daily, you
weren’t trlyinkAildng deawe | ong, i f you were
were doing, and keeping the ship operating, and the camaraderie, the different
departments working, coordinating, you were busy. You were busy, busy,

busy, busy.

Once you got reassigned to the US&ter was it?

Well, that was interesting, yes. The US&oter this ship right here. It was in
the Cerritos Channel. Now, this was a small minesweepe#-and

What was the channel you said?

Cerritos ChannelBeachht’ s right near Long
Okay, go ahead.

And anyway, this Captain Frubgerhouse, after | pulled the trick on them, we

got talking, he says, “ Weande weorrnei nggo ia
to take it out . ” COMRONNited&iney@smamgderi ng t o

Minesweegr Squadron Nine. He was going to be in command of a group of
ships, a captain, because on a ship like this here, you have a lieutenant,

| i eutenant JG or something. You didn’t
was going outHe explainedo me what we were going to do. He was a nice
guy. Oh, I mean, you coul drourespestedt o hi n
the rank and everything, and he respected you, but you could talk to him, tell
him personal stories, ewrgthing.lBecaudehe el | yo

*VJ Day, Victory over Japan

5 Victory in Europe was on May 8, 1945 marking the end of WWII in Europe.
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became a good friend on there. He was lucky he had me. He lucked out in
having me. | was first class yet becau
have a billet. You know how it is in the military. So we took off-en

In other words, you had to have an assignment.

—the Scoter | reported aboard tHecoterand | got aboard, | put my gear

aboard. | had the 35 Packard out here
board, and | said, “ Whatcookfodheyou?” He
commodore. He was going to be part of our staff, not aboard the ship, but on

our staff. And he come aboard with son

your gear aboalrd®dt Hteo s@aysqgqvemMo.l t’ s a
over inLong Beach therghe holding patterrd got to get a bus and go over

and get it I sai d, ““Wel |, hel |, I got
and get your gear and help you.” S0 WwWEe
over t herw anyilaciatprodlems.tl mearg you got along good

with.. The blacks, all they were were ¢
a radioman; they couldn’t be a yeoman
segregated. They knethegaleyandll maddenfreends i t . I
with all the blacks in the galley. I’ d

me a big piece of apple pie or something, you know. (laughter) | mean, you

know, life in the Navy was good. And | was good to him. So | took @ffie

and went over there to get this black
big black fellow. He showed me a picture of his wife. She was bigger than he

was. “Oh,” | says, *“I bet she’s nice |
know, things likethatwe t al ked back and forth. The
you had in the Navy, i n your billet. I
samewaySo we picked up his gear. Now, whi
had put a little radio in the car, undernedthvas just fastened in. It was a

portable type of thing that | had a ra
didn’t come with a radio in the car; 'y

'35 Packard.® 4thsisso was wars ntptt@aradiome w o ne .
so we had a radio. And | was listening to the radio when he was in picking his

gear up, and that’s when | heard Presi
Japan has given unconditional surrende
“Good newsar Tihs over.” “The war is ove

the radio.

So now we go back to the ship. | help him with his gear, get it aboard.
“Of ficer of the deck, Il m going to go
ashore. Everybattpas dgdt It casda “ Now, v
' 35 P ac klgattd get thaeto ney.brothdr.” m goi ng t.0” be ba
He says, “We’'re sailing in the morning
staff. l " m not aboard "t HiNso,s hciapn.” t1 'gno w
got orders to keep everybody here.” He
t he Navy. Wel | |, I had enough salt by t
mi nut e. You want trouble? You're going
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commodbre’s yeoman, and | ’'m just going t
time to sail. Il m not W™Nowathe dumb | ' m go
commodore’s going to know about this.
not really with t he theréhepetterfindamwayto So he
get me ashore. So he says, “You're not
captain.” |1 said, “Yeah, that’'s right

That ' s t hepulledmys tl ttihoeudhtd, Whdetthewas I
Packard lay there? So | got my brother, and we went up and made a great big
liberty up in LA that night. Some guy broke into my car and stole that radio.
(laughter) We stayed at the..hotel that
connecting hoteM/e always stayed there. They had a big dance floor down

bel ow, and we’d go down there, my br ot
and sit down there, and they all knew us. We had a lot of fun, sailors, you

know. Anyway—

Quite a night..

—1I got back in the morning. Early morning | come aboard, before 0800, and
reported aboard. We sailed at 0800. And | said goodbye to my brother, and we
took off. Stopped at Pearl, transferred to the E&8icott | got a picture of

that 1 n theeel aildf ataclet dastrdyer aohvertedito a
minesweeper, and that was our flagship. That would be our flagship from then
until we returned to the States. Now, the war is over. What we had intended to
have a minesweeping operation go up intadagnd sweep the mines so our

troops could land. We now got an assignment to go up and sweep the mines so
that we could go in peacefullWe would have the Japanese show us where

the minefields are, but we would have to sweep all those mines before we

coud start bringing in our cargo and coming into Japan after the signing of the
treaty, like they had at Tokyo Bay. They had to clear Tokyo Bay of mines and
everything so that it could come in for the surrender aboard the Missouri. So

this ship went from PebHarbor, then we transferred to the Endicott, went to
Guam,te—| et s see. Went to Okinawa. Went
Subic Bay, and that’s where we had all
YMS, yard minesweepers, YMS. And they were little woodereyTh

manufactured those things like they did the troop ships. They had all those at
Okinawa, in Buckner Bay. Subic Bay is in the Philippines. Buckner Bay.

We were in Buckner Bay for a bit, and all at once we got a typhoon
warning. Well, now, a lot of theseMSs had been doing minesweeping, and
they were gathering there, and a lot of them were incapable of going to se
They were cannibalized. They needed a
cannibalize it from this ship, you know. And they had all these YM&d,
they were getting all ready to go up and minesweep up in Japan, because they
been busy minesweeping for the invasion of Okinawa and Philippines and all
the other ships. This typhoon was coming: All ships get out to sea. Get around
the island, and getver to the protective side. We were able to get around
there and get olWEndicottheaded out to sea, and we rode out the typhoon.
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The YMS 472 was a ship that a friend of mine from Aurora, Elmer Renner,
Elmer Rennerhe was with Stepher8damson manufacturg companyHe

was lucky his dad was with the company, and he got to go to college after he
graduated. He graduated a year behind me, 1938, but he got to go to college
and he got a college degree, so he got a commission. And he was just coming
into the Nay. This was hidirst trip. He got assigned orMS 472.He was

put out at sea from Buckner Bay and rode the typhoorhauship collapsed,

and he got put aboard a raft, he and a couple other guys, and they were six to
eight days aboard a rafth a t ’inserestimg story.

| rode out the typhoon aboard tBedicott Now, you talk about this

Captain Frybergerhouse. We ' re up on th
We’re inside, you know. The dang thing
in front of us.The damn bow comes up, you know. The bow goes down, the
rudder’s up in the air, the propellers
turned to me, and he says, “Mitchler,k”
these?” |1 said, “No,e sofr,t hceaspet.a’i n(,| anuegv
scared. | was really praying. After a couple of dives in there, and | kept my
breath, “Captain, have you ever been i
“Don’ t Wewolrlryride this out. Thislyl| be
|l i ke a Ferris wheel, tell you the trut
to hear you say that.” (laughter) | fe
He says, “No,” he says, “we’l/l ride it
See, havas an old salt. So | learned my lesson. | rode the typhoon out. Now,

Elmer Renner, his ship went down. | was gettingAbeora Beacon News

my daily newspaper. My folks subscribed to it that it would be sent to me.
Sometimes | would get fifteen, twenys ues at a ti me, and I
out by date so | could read them right
then I°d turn them over to the crew. A
read.. Headl i nes: EIl mer RenhyphoonLost at
Buckner Bay. So many YMSs are sunk. Hey, lost EImer Renner. So what

happens? After we get back to Buckner Bay, Captain Frybergerhouse gets

orders from the headquarters: Conduct an investigation on all minesweepers.
Account how they made out dng the typhoon. Delay going up sweeping the
mines. This is where he’s luckyle he had
called a couple of the officers in; we started interviewing. We called in the
captain of this YMS. “ Whwetwentdoutdwey ou d o ?
rode it out; this iIis what we experienc
shorthand, see, and down, all day long. Well, we had a little break. Then |

have to sit wup al/l night, type it up.
in proper formand everything, turn it in. Next guy got down to 472. They

were talking about 472 was sunk, and w
El mer Renner and this other sailor wer

Il i nterrupt?”er*2Whalt g asAura BeaddhiNeasth It h e
and that ship was reported in headlines that it was sunk, and Elmer Renner
graduated in the class of 38 from Eas
it was sunk, and Elmer Renner was lost at sea. Elmer Reaneis safe. He
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was brought ashor e, \hoas htelda ta’ssh oirret?ér € sy
everything. So that all went into the record, and | continued writing logy
had it onall those ships. Oh, | worked my butt off.

When | got back, I told thatstpr t o EI| mer . He’ s in
every time | ’'d see him, | d say “472,"7
We’'d have a big joke about i how But |
they performedhs a first class, when | was only first class billetloe staff,
but aboard th&ndicott there was a billet for a chief yeoman. So | was with
him and stayed on the staff/fe went up, and we swept all the mines, all up
t hrough Japan, till May of 1946. Every
enoughtimeandevey t hi ng, but | enjoyed the Na
Swept the mines in. | got to go ashore in Japan, everything, Tokyo and
everything. Then we had a faday R&R—went over to Shanghai, China, five
days in R&R. And then wheanhlwer gowe owver
going to trans-bbr wbat”slupandw?" UhWe"’
transfer you from the staff to the shi
an opening for a chief petty officer vy
yeoman. "’

Finally.

Finally givingme my-we | | |l didn’t care what | w
samekicks. So | made chief. So then | board thedicott and | come back on

the Endicott We came back to Pearl and back to San Francisco. Now, we hit
SanFran@ co, and | ' m with a group of chief
Navy. It s bett er Mddasomégeadibgrtiea. ihera d mi r a
were a couple salty chiefs on there, and we had good liberties in San

Francisco. They knew spots; | knew spoggien. | was getting to like the

Navy. I had no ties back home, you kno
all gone. But | didn’t have a coll ege
college education, you could be an officer in the Navy, becasese many

guys come in as an officer just because they had a college education. So |

said, What | ' m going to do, Il m going
seniority, and |I'm going to ask for a
Aurora Universiy—Aurora College at the tirmeand get a college education.

Then after | get my college education,

Reserves and then try and get back on active duty in the Navy as a LDO,

limited duty officer. | had no desire to beslaip driver, be a captain of a ship,

at the helm and all that, zigzagdesho al | t hat st uf f . |  wa ¢
that. But there were a lot of positions in the Navy like public affairs officer

and things of that type that fit into what | would knokoat.

What | want—

And | liked that, and that was my goal after | got back. So | stayed in the Navy
a while | waited till my brother got discharged, then | took a discharge on the
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coast , and he and | h o oS5kPaclardandtcame i | e r 0
back to Aurora.

Now, we’'re going to pick up the next p
we' ve been at this just shy of three h
Hey, yeah.

Yeah, yeah. It s already | wrauplet i me her
guestions.

Yes.

Do you remember hearing about dropping the atomic bomb on Hiroshima?
Yes.

Anything particular about that? | mean, did you even know what an atomic
bomb was at the time?

No. That happenesb quick before the surrender. You see-that

Yeah, that was August sixth, August eighth was Nagasaki, and the fifteenth
was the surrender.

Yeah, yeah. So | was back in Long Beach there waiting to go aboard this USS
Scoter That ' seandabeunthevammidibomb. And to tell you the

trut h, I didn’t really know what the a
atomic bombit blasted Hiroshima and then hit Nagasaki and then resulted in

the surrender.

Now, there’s beeln nhostusr eo fy~ocuo' nrter oavvea rsey ,
Yeah.

—after the war about us using the atomic bemb

Using—oh, yes.

What's your view on that?

Oh, I think Truman was right. No, | support Harry Truman in his decision. |
think it was bestdr the Japanese people. They lost a lot of people, but | think
had they not dropped the atomic bomb and we had to go through with a
regular invasion-and the invasion was all planned out. | mean, they had
which one would go here, which one here, the landlaganese had five
thousand kamikazes in reserve that were just waiting for the invasion force to
get in close, and they were just going to send them up and sink our ships and
everything. The loss that such an invasion would have by the people

50



Bob Mitchler

DePue:

Mitchler:

DePue:

Mitchler:

DePue:

Mitchler:

Interview # VR2A-L-2011-028.01

themselvesvi t h bamboo sticks and everything
think Harry Truman, to drop that bomb, to show them that we had a weapon

like that, and Hirohito, the Japanese guy, had enough strength, and he knew it,

and for his people, he made the rigktision.

You said you did a lot of minesweeping around the Japanese waters. Did you
have a chance to see Tokyo that had been bombed out by firebombs?

Oh. | walked all through Hiroshima in December 1945, right after they
bombed ir—was it August?

That was four months, five months afterwards.

Oh, yeahWe went in and we swept mines in there, and | actually walked in

there. | got a haircut. Another sailor aréow, this is before | was made

chief. | was still a sailor. Becagsvhen | was on the minesweeper staff, | was

still a sailor. But the captain knew all along, he knew what he was going to do.

As soon as they got through with their squadron, then he was going to transfer

me over there and give me that promotion. | feityy@oud of that. But no,

this other sailor and | went, and we were walking through. Now, the people

were trying to get back into order, an
get a haircut .”

This is a Japanese guy.

Yeah, Japanese. $0' m i n t he chair My buddy’' s s
you know, they shaveyourneekth e’ s t here with the razo
starts | aughing. This Japanese guy, h e

no, no. No. No, no,| knoEngloi,s m,o.ButHe “c®
D o n—=nto , |l " m not going to use the razor
friends. Emperor says fnoendsherbkf st he
completely what the emperor saltiwas like Jesus Christ coming back to

earth and coming up to a Christian and telling him something, kneel, and

you’'d kneel. That’'s the way, the contr
they were wonderful. We went and we swept mines into places, went in and

got talking to people.

There wa one fellow there, he was an older fellow, and he had been to

the United States a | ot. He says, “You
says, “Toast?” He says, “Yeah, a good

toasters over there in the United Stat¥e.hav e n’ t had anyt hing

over here all during the war, a toaste
|l i berty with, he was an electrician. F
box and ceramic stuff in theowandand he
he had the voltage. And he made him, and we took it over to him. He said,

“Now, here, you plug this in, and you

t hat , and you can make toast.” He says
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good English. Hesy s, “You guys are all right."”
somet hi ng, but God, don’'t tell anybody
he got out and he got a bunch of swords. He gets about | think it was ten or

t welve swords. He stahyesm. " Hree es a yyso,u “gWey
supposed to have these. l > m supposed t
get caught with them because, boy, if | get caught with them, you know,

they’ re rough on us over here.” So he
thee swords back. Got a dozen of them. So we threw them on the bunk, says,
“Okay, |l et’s divide them up.” | says,
choice.” He picked a sword, and | pick
basement. So | had about fourorfivestver t here. They’ ' re onl
that. They aren’t too fancy of swords,
them to my kids. They’ ' re not i mpressed

What were the conditions you were seeing that these Japanese were living in,
especidl places that had been heavily bombed?

Bad, bad, bad, bad, bad. They were destitute. They were hungry. They were
eating anything they could. They were
were going to fight to death. You see, theytakk indynasts . They don’t
periods and all that there. That’ s |
with the Koreans. They  re not |I|ike wu
couple hundred years old.

us
S .

Now, reading the stories, | know that ttsdnese people were told all kinds

of horror stories about the Americans.

Oh, everything. Oh, they’ re going to c
Were they—

No, they didn’t

Were they resentful or disrespectful o

No, they were very polite. We met a lot of people over there, and they were
very, very polite. Particularly when | went back in the Korean War. | was
stationed in Sasebo, and when | went there, | went to a restaurant. | was a
chief petty officer then. This iduring the Korean War. And Elmer Grover
Gentry, chief boatswain matehe was on the USEranklin when it got hit,

won a Purple Heart.

What was his last name?

Gentry. Junior. G-n-t-r-y Junior. He got cancer and didde and | saw a

litteJ apanese restaurant and said, “Let’ s
Thegirlwai t resses couldn’t talk English o
goo-goo language, you knowhey lost people in Hiroshima, family, but they
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had no resentment to ukhey understood and everything. And we take

pictures of us sitting there on a pillow, you know, eating the Japanese food
they cooked. Very friendly. To think that they would be that friendly after
losing family members on Hiroshima and all that therésd aisited Nagasaki

and saw the bombings structure there. That Hiroshima, that leveled that place
off just completely. There was nothing other than one, two little structures,

standing. | got a plate hanging on the
DePue: Ok ay. Il > m going to take this opportuni
pick this up this afternoon with part two with Korea.
Mitchler: Good. Am | doing what you want?
DePue: Absolutely, senator, absolut dadthat. You' v
Mitchler: Yes, Il have. Well, |l " ve told these sto
DePue: (laughs) A few times over, huh?
Mitchler: Yeah, anrd dhheaytrexaggerat e. Il jJust try

(end ofinterview #1 #2 continues)

53



Bob Mitchler Interview # VR2A-L-2011-028.01

Interview with RoberMitchler

# VR2-A-L-2011-028.02
Interview # 2: June 29, 2011
Interviewer: Mark DePue

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other nacommercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
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commercial purposes without the authorization from the AudieVisual Curator at the
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DePue: Today is Wednesday, June 29, 2011. My name is Mark DePue, the Director of
Or al Hi story with the Abrateein Li ncol n
Oswego, lllinois this afternoon, and this is my second session with Senator
Bob Mitchler. Good afternoon, Bob.

Mitchler: Yes.

DePue: We had a very interesting morning talking about your career in the Navy
during World War 1l. Where we left off beffe we took a break for luneh
and thank you very much for lunelhwe had gotten you home in 1946, and
you had decided to go back to college on the Gl Bill. So where did you go to
college?

Mitchler: | went to Aurora College. My idea was that when | came back May of ' 4¢
practically everybody was home already because they released them quick,
but as | say, | swept mines over there after the war. | appreciated that time in
the Navy. That was another phase. | was in the amphibious and the
minesweeping, two maj different types of operations. So when | came home

i n May of ' 46, most all the guys were
he says, “What are you going to do, Mi
to the railroadWhen | goback there. | got thep, but | can go back

tomorrow and do the same job | did whe
going to do.” He said, “Well, get with
club?” He said, “Well, yo-twowgeelksort wenty
somethhg, ” sort of an unempl oytwedotarst hi ng.
for twenty weeks. |l don’t know what it
you do that?” “You sign up over here.
gotinline sothatinsteadbfur r yi ng back to wor k, may |

they give you spending money, you know. | was in line, and | said, what the
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heck am | doing in this Iine? Bob Mitec
lunch. | said, you got a job waiting for you. Bgot out of the line, and |

never did sign up for it. But even back then there were a lot of guys that were

getting it because it was free; the government had a 5220, they called it. You
know, i f you come back and detted’ t have
and all that there, that was one of the big advantages after World War II.

Well, | went back to the railroad. So | sat there for a while. This is
after World War Il. Somebody in the office was looking for a file. Now, | had
been gone for four ara half years, and | was on the second floor of the
division office down there on North Broadway, and they were looking for a

file. |l said, “Well, that dang fil e’ s
back of the room there and | found the fileavg them the file. Now, here

they were working there all the ti me a
Il don’t recall just exactly what it wa
Now, Bob, you got to have a rHoorl e in yo
and a half years, and you got to show them where the files are around here?
(laughs) Well, they were wonderful peo
think there was anybody in that office that | could be critical of. They all

helped eachother I wasn’t too good on adding a
tonnage clerk, had to add up all the tonnage of the different freight trains to

send it in, to report so they’d know h

time to add up all the figures, theresnan elderly lady there that worked for
the railroad at for a long time. We had a great big computer thing%Beite.
boy, she could hit those keys likeomtboomboomboomboomboomboom

boomboomboomboom And | 'd say, “Would you ad
Boomboomboomboomboonmboomboomboomboom you know, and real
guick. And she’d do that for me as a f

|l > d hawee dtialn’t have adding machines oI
We didn’t have t hensde aglolbst waitt.h Soo mphuatte
were there. We worked for each other and helped each other out, and it was

good.

| remember one time | was sitting in the corner there, and pretty hot on
the second floe+no air conditioning. The middle of the summ$a |

brought a small electric fan | had at
do that.” “What do you mean you can’t
company electricity.” A couple in the
superintendent would carand see me using company electricity for a fan.

He says, “And pretty soon you’'d think
him.” | mean, that’'s the attitude peop
gosh, i f you haven’t eygohome talethaday condi
off. (laughter) But anyway, those are the things that | experienced in life and

has taught me to be what | am today, w

6 At this period, probably a mechanical calculator eatinan a computer.
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track. | think | ' m o-aninetyoee years@ltahd t r ac k .
l " m in good health and..

You talked about your father being really nervous about your going into war.
What was his reaction, then, when you came back home? Was he proud of
your service?

Oh, yeah. Very proud. He was very proud when | inand everything. He

liked it. He was proud of his two boys. Yeah, he always treated us nice. My

dad never had to strike me or anything. He was a good father. He was a big

ma n , had a big wrist on him. Al he ha
was enoufy. He had a commanding voice, and | knew what he meant, and |

obeyed.

So eventually you' re getting to Auror a
have started there?

1946. 47, 48, 49, "50. Yeakmlot about
of the local fellows were going to Aurora College.

Was that a fouyear college?

l't’s now a univeryddry.codlelachge .i tl twas mo
University. They’ve enlarged it. But a
Theycame up from Mendota to Aurora and organized it. Not a very big

campus. Very strict in their religious beliefs. You attended chapel on

Thursday; it was mandatory. However, when the no smekihthey caught

you smoking, you got expelled.

Whatwashe denomi nation of t he ...?

That was the Advent Christian Church. They had an Advent Christian church
in town. But they drew a lot of their students from out on the East Coast. Like

ball room dancing. One of t hhemefardl | ows t
told my parents | was at a dance, they
where they lived, if you went to a dance, it was at a roadhouse or something

l i ke that ; it wasn’t the type of dance

understanding ek then. And it was no smoking, and if you got caught

smoking, you would get expelled. Well, then the Gls came in, well, they

changed that. They wanted the attendance of the Gls and all that for the
school, so they had, “PButi |l doanag”’¢i gadet
smoking in the buildings”.

Did you smoke at the time?

|l smoked in World War 11 from the ti me
heavy smoker. | smoked because everybody smoked. Oh, | had a Ronson
lighter, and | had a cigatte case that had them in it. | smoked during World
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War |11 when you got them for a nickel
could quit anytime. And after | came back from World War 1l in 1947, | was

working at the railroad yet before | wenttocokeg And | don’t Kkno
did. | lit up a cigarette when there was one there or something. | says,
“Everybody in the office, listen. | 'm
oh, what's Mitch up to now, you know.
ofice. (laughs) Had all these older | ad
have quit smoking.” And | took the pac

|l > ve never touched a cigarette since,
Seoul to take me over to anethairport—he was on one of these great big

tractors that haul tanks, and he was the drivand | was hitching a ride. |

went to Seoul to go to the airport, and they moved the air flights over to

Tokyo over to the other one. He was going over there, agaveeme a ride.

And he says, “Hey, would you I|light me
put 1t in my mouth, and I it him up,
sort of snuck one in. (laughs)

Wel | , | think that’ s all owed, Bob.
He thanked me. And | didn’”t think | wa
Okay. What did you major in in college?

Just business. | entered, and | never took it serious, because my thinking

behind was, | got to get a college degree. Now, atiyefr came over as an

immigrant, had a limited education. If | would ever get marri¢dvas single

then and everything-if | would ever get married and have children, | would

want them to have a college education, because | saw the officers were college
graduates, and most of the enlisted guys were high school graduates. That was
sort of the majority, you know. And I
education, and now is the time to do it. | got the GI Bill. Greatest thing they

ever did. And so | was atlie late getting into the program. So | went and |

sai d, Il ”m going to get a college educa

Now, this was a challenge to me on the subjects | had to take. Algebra
was my worst. Oh, gee, that was tough. But | got in. | had to take one course,
the Hisory of the English Language. Gee, | thought, oh, boy, this is going to
be something. But after | got into the course, | got interested. | had a beautiful
teacher. Her name was Sinderi;1$d-e-n. A beautiful lady. Her husband was
a photographer. Oh, theyere a nice couple. And gosh, what a wonderful
teacher. | just became enthused, and | learned all about the history of the
English language, which | never thought | would take an interest in. And | got
into another class, the Romantic Period. They givehree big red books
all these poems and things in it. | thought, oh, gosh, | got to read all that stuff?
I never pass t his$lelemandlrhadealitttl got r ea
apartment at the time, because we were just married, newlywedsalicel
gotreading all this stuff, and ooh, | thought that was great. Boy, | put a lot of
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time reading it. And some of the cours
I n. |l really got interested in educat.i
anything like thatput | got good recognition.

During my college years, | organized the College Republican group.
Dwight Eisenhower was running against Stevenson from lllinois for president
at that time. And | had all the gifs

Was that in 19567
* 5 6 ,ess| songething in there.

So we’'re way ahead of the timeline by
and back by this time.

Yeah.
Go ahead.

And so—well, I had one year when | came back from Korea, so this was

before. This wouwl be after. Whenever that election was. And | had all the

girls—I put a noticeY o u’ r e fig yourhangstike Mamie

[ Ei senhower]. You got to comb your ban
to take a group picture, submit it téFE Magazine see? We| | was the

leader. Oh, man. Monday morning, all the girls, whether they-wtrey

didn’t know whet her they wer ethBye mocr at
all fix their bangs | i ke Mamie. That ' s
University. | sent it ito theLIFE Magazine | thought it might get it

published. They wrote back; no, I didn
Eisenhower. Oh, she wrote a beautiful letter. | put it on the board, you know.

Oh, they thought that was great. (DePue laughs) egsactive in politics

back then. Yeah.

Let’s drop back to when you just got i
mentioned here, you got married during this timeframe. So tell us a little bit
how that happened.

Well, | got back; | wa single. And | did buy an automobile. The first
automobil e | bought back when | came b
or 47 Hudson coupe. You couldn’t get
was a coupe with a little seat in the back. You cowlder get into it, it was so

tiny. | bought that car, and then | traded that in in 1948 for a Roadmaster

convertible, Buick. Yellow, red upholstered. Three thousand three dollars.

Three thousand three dollars, Roadmaster Buick convertible, brand new. |

mace t he mistake, | said, “Now, I want
“Roadmasters all come with radios.” (I
bought it. So | had that.
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Well, I met my wife, Helen. There was a picnic; one of the guys said
we' re goingcntioc hugovei na Bpat avi a. And yea
you met her.” | says, “Yeah.” A cute |
says—Richard Marty, Dick Marty, was one of my good, close buddies, and
Lyla Marty. Lyla Marty was a nurse. My wife is an RN nufisem Copley
Hospital, and they knew each other, and they were in the gang. And so | says,

“Well, yeah,” |1 says, “1’711 take her t
set the picnic up,” because | had t he
Helennand t hen | 1| take her home. ” | me a

come into town. | was setting the picnic up at the quarry. And she did. She
come home, and then | took her home, and that was my first sort of date with
her. Andbing, man, that was it. Tie gal was something else. So | asked her
for another date. And, my godhswear where you been hiding? You know,
entirely different than any of the other girls | ever met.

So what was different about Helen?

I don’ t kn o wngabduteher,ehér snanseoisme dndh everything

about her, that just clicked with me. When they say love at first sight, sort of.

And it’s the truth. And so | asked her
know. And | ask her, lors ayhsa,t “DdYoyogo du
Now, actually, we lived on Simms Street; she only lived about three, four

blocks from where | did, and | never met her. Of course, | was gone in the

Navy a lot of the time. | met her and we hit it off.

Well, my guess is she had shortage of beaus or people who were interested.

Oh, no. She was going with guys. Oh, she had plenty of guys going with. She

was going with one guy. So, |l don’t kn
to knock off all the otherguysandyguo wi t h me.” She di d.

know, | must have sol d h eickeditroutlt t . | do
was |l ove at first sight, and-owe got al

years now, raise a family and everything. New

What year didyou get married? When did you get married?
June 16, 1950.

June sixteenth?

Yeah. Now, |l got one more year to do a
wedding trip—we got married June sixteenth. I
in the Reserves and took weekly training and took the two weeks annual

training and that. So we were on our honeymoon. We were driving out west.

We were going to go out to my uncle’s
Driving along in this yellow convertible Bci, got the radio on. Twentfjfth

of June, North Korea invades South Korea. And | turned to her, | says,
“Goodbye.” She says, “What do you mean
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know | >m in the Reserves, Navy Reserve
We * | | have to go back to war.”™ Well ,b6 s
That wasn’t in the plan at all, you kn

And so then September, | had to report up to Great Lakes and keep
reporting up there every week. And September, | got my orders. | caled d
to her one ti me, |l said, “1I won’t b
at the Dreyer Clinic. That was in t
one of the big clinics in Aurora. But | think they had eight doctors at the time.
But anyway, shewva an RN. So | <called her. | s &
tonight.” She says, “Why?” | said, “I"’
sai d, “Now, you knew that was coming,
doctors, who had been in World War Il, Army dagtshe told him, she says,
“Bob just called; he says he won’'t be
she always tells this story. He said,
and take the rest of the day off?” She
What am | going to do if | go home?”

e h
he

So | took off. | was gone seventeen months. | got shipped out, and we
got sent out to San Francisco, and offlt@ntzelmartroopship, went over to
Korea. It was a long journey over to Korea. We stopped at Okinaswva ju
briefly. We stopped at Pearl Harbor just for a quick one, just stop and then
move on to Okinawa, stop there, and 't
t he Korean War now, okay? So we got i
afternoor—

=S =5

Now, this is September or October of 19507
Yeah, " 50,

So at that point in time, in Korea, things are going real well for the United
States. They’'d broken -eut of the Pusan

No, they hadn’t qui g, theyhirabincleomn. out . Let’
That was in September.

Yeah. They had hit it |l nchon, in Sept
strategy. The landing at Inchon; people should read thatNé&thelersewnd
the battleships and the cruisers in thdfacArthur, he called on the Navy; he
says, “Will you do this?” But he
China Sea, the tide c¢ ckm#aurrentrinardoud.
And Pusan Harbor, when t heutwhentter ’
starts to go out, you better get
in a half an hour.”

says,
out .
s in,
out o

—

Yeah, it’™s one of the worst- fortyfdees i n
drops as well.
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MacArt hur sa@idcdhg tTNMocallmig the Navy.
“Wel | do you really think..?” He says,
(laughs) That’'s one of hiNswJersewass . He h
shelling, and the carriers, and making some strikes. Andntiaele the

landing, which cut off the supply line, which made the Sedtie North

Koreans, they advanced so fast down to Pugley had the Pusan Perimeter

down there—and forced the peopleoh, they were just living in the hills on

cardboard boxes and thingsad they pushed him down there to the Pusan

Perimeter. When he made the landing, that cut off all their supplies; they

could see they were in trouble, and their troops went into disarray. Then, of

course, they broke through and advanced back and pusracd#tk up again

and came down, got South Korea, and then advanced north. Now, my landing
about 1600 in Sasebo Bay, which was th

Let me go back. Why did the United States get into the Korean War?
When North Korea attacked Son Kor ea, it was a suropri
been going to different ideologies. South Korea wanted to be a democracy;
North Korea wanted to be a commuriisiiuenced type of state, and so the
two were divided in ideologies. To win it over the north, whidswort of
superior in military and industrial and everything up north, whereas the
breadbasket was in the South Korea. And they attacked, and they had no
problem in capturing Seoul quickly. I think they got a hold of Seetlvas
just in the paper the oth day how fast they took Seoul.

Yeah, within the first week or so.

And come down. Well, they went to the United Nations, South Korea did.

And they went to the United Nations and to the Security Council and asked
for help. Now, China and i&sia did not vote, as | recall, but the United

Nations Security Council voted that the United Nations members should come
to the aid of South Korea. Dean Acheson, who was the Secretary of State
under Truman, brought that message from the delegate taitesl Wations:

“ Mr . President, the United Nat+ons ask
and help South Korea.” So Harry Truman
appointed MacArthur, “You’'re commander

of Sout h tkartéd as. 'whSo we entered the Kor
Congress and got approval of Congress. Congress voted for it, because the

United Nations had asked us and requested it. So there was formed a United
Nations Blockading and Escort Force, CTF95ommandeiTask Force 95.

Admiral Allan E. Smith, Naval Academy grad, was commander of the United

Nations Blockading and Escort Force. Thirteen navies. The first United

Nations action since its formation after World War Il. He set up his staff on

the USSDixie, AD-14.

AD meaning?
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AD—t hat ' s a destroyer tender. That's a
know, they park alongside of it, maybe eight, ten of them at a time. Destroyers

can go aboard a destroyer tender and have an operation for afifgeaddt

get eyeglasses fixed, their teeth fixed. They can get anything down, anything

you repair, you need on a destroyer; a destroyer tender can do that out in the

Far East. And we have all these destroyer tenders all over to take care of our
destroyerslike the mother ship, so they can nest all the ships alongside. So

the USSDixiee. And t hat’'s where he had his CT
Dixie as a tenant.

Well, we got in there at 1600, and everybody had chow, secure for the
night. Eight hundred, thelyad posted the colors, you know, aboard the ship,
the Union Jack and everything, i ssue t
to."”

The Union Jack?
On the front of the ship, bow of the ship.
But | thought this was a U.S. ship.

Wel | , | —what was | an then? (pause) | got transferred over to
anot her ship aft erHewslmhnwhenlgdiaeer. I was o
there. Let me think what | was on there, because | know it was right after they

did their “Al bBndantatt was tae first th
after they got the ship glaydowgtothe he f i r
administrative office.” That was the f
next morning after | landed. So I reportedvdo t her e. They says,

report immediately over to the US8xie, Admi ral Al lan E. Sm
hellisthisnow? know i t ’'s@nethirgmawnSy | getfmly gear and
everything, get aboard a whaleboat and go over tBixie, come aboat and

report aboard. So the chief over there
to see you! Oh my God,” he says, “Admi
ship. Il m on a destroyer out here. He
Oh, he som anfeaam gun. Oh man, oh man.”

down, everybody was scared to death of him, and this, that, and the other
thing. And | said, my gosh, what have | gotten myself into here? He says,

“You're my relief. B olyck, &od bléssypu,ad t o s e

and..” (laughter) Oh my God, what a wel

|l >d been with a minesweep squadron, |

officer is beautiful, you know. Nawyl love it, | want to be part of it. (laughs)

Youknow,) " m in a bag of worms. What's hap
So they showed me the office where we had about fourteen in the

office there. | was the leading petty officer; | was to take over there, and | had

some sailors in there, yeomen. | went inthereand lgdtmyn k i n chi ef’

quarters, got squared away. He says, :
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admiral’ s up there. He gets a report f
there of Korea where they got all the islardg in the north part of Korea,

on thewest side there-got all those islands up there, and the minesweepers

are sweeping so we can get in there.

So | come into this room, and there
straightfaced, Allan E. Smith. All the officers around, commanders, captains,
chief of staff, and everybody. So | si
comes over the radio. They’ ' re all/l | i st
the captain on what’'s happening. They
minesweeping. And so the eveningrer t i s i n The radi o’ s
know, as radios do. I't isn’t clear 1ik
going. What the hell ? | don’t even kno
talking about. They’  re t alwayltugky about *
Stri ke, we went this way, Old Gold, we
they’ re reporting on all these channel
Chesterfield. Hell , what am I i nto ove
down, and | type it p, just about what | can write down. Nobody talks to
anybody. Everybody’'s standing there 1
the morning, same thingl hadtodon t he meant i me, l > m me
my office that | m going to be in char

| ‘e got to run all these guys. Then at night. | did that to two days.
Nobody introduced me to anybody. | went down, and | talked to the guys in
the office and met the guys in the chi
slept and ate. Chiefs always got segpamquarters on the ship, you know, and
the separate mess. Chiefs have the best mess on the ship, better than the
officers. They got the commissary guy there, and we chip in and we got
everything, good bunks and everything.

Finally we’ rheadmialldokesha mendwethisds. T
about the second or third day |’ m
keep your mouth shut. You’re only
captains around here. He sai d,ays' What
“Mitchl er . Il m chief yeoman. I just
job.” That''s al/l he said. Whatever |
down they wanted, and | typed it up.
Lucky Strike this wayand that way-all Greek to me. But that was his first
words that he said. “You do a good |
time.

doi
a

- (@]
_— D 0N oS

o
oy

| got to meet him, and | was with him over thereell, | was over in
Korea before | went up to Panmunjom. | wasa ilong time. His officers were
all scared to death of hi m. Boy, he’
t hings. I don’t koo know, lhavd to ke dictationh i s
and stuff—and have a cup of coffee. | mean, he was the nicesthieatwld
me about his sons. “Sons, they can’t n

o Qo
—
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make a decision.” He's an Annapolis gr
can’t make decisions. Mitchler, you ma
you. You make decisins . ” (l aughs) He | i ked me. T
| i ked me, too, and that was bad becaus

them. (laughs)
What was the specific mission for this task force, then?

Well, our mission was to blockadadescort all ships on both coasts of
Korea, keep the sea lanes open all arednd

That' s a huge job.

—all around Korea. All the way up to North Korea, including all the way up

the Yalu River, all the way up in the China Sea. You know Kdkad.we

had thirteen navies to do that. We had the British, Australian, we had two
fromSiam—I * I | tell a story about that. It
really el ated. My boss was the admir al
carried a pencil rigt here in my cap, over my ear, and a notebook in my back

pocket, a little notebooks | take notes down.

We |

|, ng a writer and being a steno
di ffer

bei
ent thi#ags. You say you're

Well, they callthemite admiral’ s writer, but

Did you draft messages and letters and speeches and things like that?

Not so much speeches. We had a public affairs officer that did some of that, a
lieutenant. And we had a lieutenant that was sort of in chdripe o

organization. And we had operations officers. We had a regular staff. We had
a chief of staff, a full captain.

Did you have some foreign service officers on his staff as well?

Not on his staff there, but we operated with foreigncotfir s . He’ d have
foreign officers come aboard from t he
visit. Yeah, we had thirteen navies, all under one command, the United

Nations Blockading and Escort Force. Some of them were over there, small

navies. British hadhem over there, good. We had everything there. We had

aircraft carriers; we had cruisers. We had the New Jersey, the Missouri. Now,

the Dixie then thePrairie and then th&iedmont Those were three destroyer

tenders. And each of those, we transferresbas as th®ixie had six

mont hs’ duty, then they went back to t
months. We transferred the flag, our staff and everything, over frtnee,

and we '’ Prairiefnsix ménths. And then therairie, when it gofits

Ssix months done, it went back to the &
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Piedmon?

ThePiedmont ThePiedmont N o w, |l didn’t go back, b
different ships. The last six months of tbiie, a full six months on the

Prairie, and then over to theiedmont | was transferred off before the

Piedmonthad its six months.

Bob, this might be a good point to interrupt you here and ask you about Navy
mentality and the kind of ship you were on. Because | would think beiag on

destroyer tender would be one thing, but some of the young, cocky guys,

young officers especially, would want to be on something like a destroyer, or
maybe, better yet, on a cruiser or a b
who are on the aircraftacrier who probably really tried to lord it over

everybody else. Is that the case?

No, I don’t think so, because the tend
mates, electricians, and all the different trades, radiomen and all them, that
knewtheir stuff, because they had to repair equipment for the destroyers. No

matter what they brought on board, the
it. Give me a replacement till you get
was, any destroyer couldmee aboard. A guy’s sick or

appendicitis, no matter what it is, they could do that aboard those tenders. Oh,
they could do anything, make anything. That was good duty. And good food.
Oh, the food service wasl mean, you were living li& a king.

Was there status connected with being

Yeah, to a certain extent. I mean, the
time | was a little seasoned. | had a couple of hash marks. And being that |

liked the Navww—s o me guys that are in the Navy,

like the Army; they hate every day they get up in the morning, you know. But

t o me, my seventeen months over there,

enjoy not being with my new bride. &kwrote me a letter every day; | wrote

her a letter every day; they were numbered, and we have those.

Later on, |l need to have you read a co
getting those every day, though, | would assume. When would ydbeget
letters?

Well, sometimes |I’'d get ten of them at
know, if | was out on a mission, which
up to see what was action. So we were berthed aboaRixiee Prairie, and

thePiedmont But he would say, Rrelippine Sea ' r e @ ¢
aircraft carrier, do some O&ewdersey i ons.
We’' re goi ng ToledogoVNebaar dotimegg t o go boal
We’'re going Chi goHaiveNatal Academy. He
edal

[
[
some m al s. We | | now her e, you know,
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chief petty officer. And we went down there to Chin Hai, and they had all the
ships came into the harbor, passed in review of everylaodlythe Marines.
They all had a regular show with a band and everything. They all lined up,

and then he had all these medals. Ahdda | | t he medal s, and
downthedealtherend he’ d turn around and |’ d &
present to tisi guy. And | did a good job. | enjoyed it. | liked what | was

doing. Gee, this was wonder ful, with a

presenting medals in Chin Hai, the Naval Academy. This was the naval

academy of Korea, the ROK, Republic of Korea, Nawy know. And | got a

good friend Hye Su ParkHe was a graduate of the academy, lives here. God,

he comes to my place here. We have a lot of fun together. We were over in

Korea together, one of our revisits, and | made a lot of friends. So we had a

big thing down there in Pusan, and the admiral liked that. | got along good.

We had staff that worked like that, and then after, we presented the medals.

They had a big lawn party and everything, and everybody got up and sang

songs from their country, you know. di dn’ t . I sort of sit
an enlisted man, | * m—the officers lead they i@ ma n b
but we were invited. We had our public relations guy there. He was a
photographer and that, and hhee wla sg igvoeo d
me. | got them someplace. | don’t know
different 8x10s of different things that we went to over there.

During this timeframe, were you traveling on both sides of the Korean
Peninsula?

Oh, yes.
Both the China Sea and the Sea of Japan?
Oh, yeah. Yeah, we went up and down.

Do you recall the mood on ship, and th
when you got to November and then December of 1950, when the Chinese

had engred the war and the American Army and the Marines were just reeling

back. It was looking very, very grim, and McArthur even at that time was

wondering if they were going to be able to stop the tide.

Well, we had full control of the seas. | rentsen one time they detected

something off one of the coasts. A destroyer thought he spotted a submarine.
Hediditoncef or sure, so he’ s making passes
back to the admiral. You know, he had there. And oh my gosh, we had an

alett. We had to have general quarters early in the morning. My gosh, we

t hought we were really in trouble ther
want an evaluation from all of my staf
came back with all kindsfeeports.And the admiras ha ki ng hi s head.
don’t they |l ook and find out what ship
know that there’ s a ship that got sunk
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down there. That's | us tldWarlsdownphere¢, hat wa

and they’  re making passes over it and
there and they got them trapped.”™ He t
anybody.” You know me. (laughs) | can
madas heck at his staff because they were all trying to figure out what the

submarine was about and ewtatwdshmy ng. It
first chance | got with | eadership and

know you had more expence in that probably than | had. But that was an
incident.

Now, one of the incidentsWonsan Harbe+you know Wonsan
Har bor . It s up in North Korea. Wonsan
best | can say, a recr eataygonalthe e a . It
beauti ful beaches; that’'s where they a
racetrack there and everything. Now, we swept a channel in there so that we
could get ships in Wonsan Harbor. No w,
have an invasio in North Korea and cut them off like we did at Inchon or
something like that. And we transferred our flag from one of the destroyer
tenders to the USBlanchested CL-83, | think—light cruiser. Light cruiser.

Was this about October of 19507?

Yeah, something in there. We went in Wonsan HarHowvas aboard the

ship. Part of our staff would go aboard there. Part of our staff went aboard on

the USSManchesterAnd we were in there with the USsint Paul also.

The two cruisers. | think thBait Pauli s a heavy cruiser. (.
But the two in there. We had destroyers in there. We were shelling around the
clock, hitting the shore batteries. Th
gun out of a cave andushkobtcéatinsagand
see where the fire came from, and then
area. |l >d go up on the bridge and watc
shooting or anything; | was sort of a spectator to all this. Our staffdweaoitk

up the orders that the admiral wanted, how to do all this. At one time, we

learned that they were bivouacking in the racetrack area about ten thousand

Army. They thought we were really going to make an invasion, and they

brought in secretly and bivacked them in the racetrack area.

Would this have been North Koreans at the time?

This is in North Korea. So the admiral devisegl@. We had all kinds. We

had YMSs, destroyers, minesweepers, all kinds of ship in there, and at ten

0 ' ockione morning, all ships were to train their guns and fire, the best they
could, try to hit the racetrack. We kn
have to figure out what elevation and everythirdestroyers and the two

cruisers we had in thereand fire everything you got for ten minutes. Ten

o’ clock in the morning for ten minutes
staff worked out all that. So | had an eighillimeter camera. Now, you
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didn't have the type of camer ds ctolud yd ng
go on the forecastle because they were firing their guns. | knew right at ten
o'’clock they were going to open up. Ri
everything in the post-they had their guns traineeboom, boom, boom,

boom, boom, boom, booior ten minutes. | think we wiped out ten thousand

guys that we got a report back in ten minutes.

DePue: Wo w. Il " m—trying to

Mitchler: I don’t Kknow. |l "ve never seen a report
told you, but what I told you is trueh& admiral says it worked out, and |
listened to him, but | have never read any report in the history books about it.
Well the siege of Wonsan: we were in there longer than any civil war sieges,
had a port siege. We were making history.

DePue: That ' swaswanting to establish when this particular incident would
have occurred. You can correct me if | get this wrong, but, you know, Inchon
landing, and then after that, the UN forces get to the thighth parallel.

And | know that the decision was maidekeep driving north into North

Korea. And sometime-l believe it was October, maybe into early
November—there was an amphibious landing, | believe, of some South
Korean troops and the Seventh Infantry Division at Wonsan. And the
Marines—no, maybe it wasie Marines there and the Seventh landed up at
Hungnam which was farther north. So they had moved north, and then they
went all the way up close to the Yalu River, and that was late November

Mitchler: That’'s correct .

DePue: —Thanksgiving, November, whehd Chinese came in massive forces. Was it
before, while the American and the UN forces were moving north, that you
guys were at Wonsan?

Mitchler: | think they were before. I think it must have been before, because that was all

North Korean territory at theme. They thought we were going to make an

invasion.
DePue: Right. That’'s what it sounded | i ke whe
Mitchler: Yeah. So that was a big incident we had in Wonsan Harbor. The other things,

our ships would go when our staff wereald them; we would go up and
down. Now, the east coast of Korea, as you know, comes down into the water

like that.
DePue: Very steep.
Mitchler: Very steep. And you go out the hundifathom curve just off shore a little

way. And a battleship can come righ close. TheNew Jersegan fire twenty
miles and hit a target. At sea, ten miles is as far as you can see. You can fire
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ten miles farther than you can see the horizon. AndNéwe Jerseyl i d n ' t

have to go inthatclosetosherand it wo uthehrydutcquldfbee c au s e
out and hit it from the shore. So it would stay out far enough. But many times,

the Army would be pinned down on some

power strikecertain airNew Jersepad come i n. “What are
coordinates®i ve us your coor dNWNewdearseys'. TWheoy' s |
give the New Jersey the coordinates. T
of fshore. You can’t even see them. *“ Wh

the coordinat es, -ihnstelltbingpyAhddhedagsbh a si xt
Make a certain correction. Bingo. They wiped the whole unit out. | mean,
that’' s what they were doing up and dow

How impressive was it, then, to segou talked about this as well, | think

when you went into Okinawathis massive fleet that you had. How

impressive was it to see that kind of American force and firepower assembled
in one place?

Oh, that was great. Yeah. That was great. Of course, by the end of World War

[, the United States had those four battleships, and we put them back in

service. We had thidew Jerseyut there and thslissouri And the admiral,

he wanted to go aboard all of those. | know | transferred one time-fuoen

were on theéPhilippine Seaand aninterestng t hi ng t here.. See,
free times because | was the admiral’s
board, they did all the typing up of the orders and everything going on. | had a
leading petty officer there, and | had more time to get arofnd .when the

pilots had come back from an air strkenaybe they dropped napalm on-it

hetdme in there and here’ s a convoy of
napalm and just drop that napalm on the whole convoy and come back. Well,

now, pictureyourselh s t he pil ot . He’ ' dPhilipined hi s p
Seat he one we were on. He’'d come down a
out and, “Come on, go to the radio roo
come in, and t he beaduarterbackamd albtlatstierei b e i
right in the middle of a toalthit f oot bal
there and the coach, “Come here.” And he
to the coach, you know, he’s panting,
everything, and the coach calmly asks him a question about different things.

And then we'd interrogate these guys,

l i stening. I had never experienced t ha
said, “we drappdgedenwppéd that out,” an
report on their strike. | had a lot of action like that | listened to. Now, after we

were on theéPhilippine Sedor a while, the aircraft carrier, and learned all that

stuff, then we transferred by the boatswehiair down to a destroyer at sea.

The admiral wanted to go aboard a destroyer.

You’'d better say what the boat swain
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You know what it i1is. The boatswain’s c
and you're in |ike a wire basket, and
thrown over and hooked onto a ship next to it. The two ships are in there, and

the waves are coming in between. That'’
food, ammunition, a lot of thgs like that, and they transfer humans like that.

So the admiral says, “We’'re going to g
on a Ferris wheel to tell you the truth, (laughter) but we get on there. | told the
guy, “ Her e,-millineterecane hat ¥oghgot to film
did. He filmed me. So | have a picture of me going over to the bow of the
destroyer. And the destroyer’'s going |

interesting thing. | love the Navy. Hey

Gos h, It h iablktoldyus that abaut tvpentytimes so far in the
i nterview, so | ' m definitely getting t
Yeah.

Do you remember, though, the mood on ship, especially the mood that the

admiral had, when the Chinese came in in such massiméers, and it really

looked very bad for the UN forces?

That was a big thing. MacArthur get

It wasn’t too much | onger after that t
When was that? He got fired in Decembe
No. It was moreike March, I think.

March? (pause)

And Ridgway came in.

Well, | got—
Wel | , here’s what you’ re +hinking of.
Walker, yeah.

—died in a Jeep accident in December, and Ridgway came irepladed
him, and then several months later, MacArthur was relieved and Ridgway
got—

Ridgway took over

—promoted up to taking over UN command.
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He al ways had t vbee, whatégotaodkeosy laterred h il $ ...
tell you almut when | was at Panmunjom for the talks. | got to know these
fellows.

But anyway, the mood that you saw during all that very difficult time.

Well, we were winning over there. We were in full control. We had to keep all
these navies indi e . That " s 1t. You know, some o0
(laughs)

When you say we, dyoownm gme?an t he Navy w

Well, our command. We were in charge of the UN Blockading Escort Force.
The admiral was in charge of all these ships.

But it was anything but winning on land with what they experienced in
December and January. They were getting their butts kicked, to put it bluntly.

Well, when the Chinese came in, they drove them all the way up to the Yalu

River. The big thig was that MacArthur wanted to go over and knock off all

their supplies. Not necessarily men, but supplies, on the other side of the Yalu
River. Truman said no. He was negotiating with Russia. He had to talk to

Russia, you know. And Russia said, no, theyddn” t want him t o ¢
Yalu River. MacArthurgot acontroversy; Truman was the president, and

MacArthur was just a fivastar general, | guess. And anyway, he won. And

then after that, he got relieved, and then Ridgway was in command. Then they
camewith the offensive from the Chinese when they came over the Yalu

River in force. We got a good hearing on that. The Chinese came over.

There’d be ten of them, as an exampl e,
bag hanging down there, had five notcheg, ifive little areas of rice, five
days’ ration, then you had to |ive off

Your idea was to go as far south as you could go, the Chinese from the Yalu

River down. Blowing bugles, hitting tin cans and everything, ngkioise,
yelling. This is what the Army told me
overwhelming number of army. Shoot the guy down with a rifle, another guy
would pick it up. Finally the tenth gu
dead, but they ma&dadvances. Then they came down the Chosin Reservoir

Which is the Marines' ar ea.

Marines and the Army, down tdungnam The Army was evacuated at
Hungnam, and the Marines, and then they blew up the port of Hungnam so
they coultdn’t wuse t ha

Did you participate in the evacuation at Hungnam?
No, Il wasn’t unpvieilatturesWhen Itrétuenéd.froml g a v
ttl

Korea, which 1711 tell you a |
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with a chart similar to what yosaw here, all up through northern lllinois

here. | was finishing my last year in college. | had one year to go. And in the
afternoon, Il d take off. Il d go to Roc
Chamber of Commer ce meet ileawethemilandput up
|l > d give them what the Korean was abou

water around Korea?” | mean, we used t
because the people back home, you Kknow
really know Afgla ni st an, l ragq, Li bya, about wha

people? You know.
What did you guys think about MacArthur being relieved?

Well, Truman’s the president, commande
partially, you know, as much asin, but MacArthur overstepped his

authority. There was no love between Truman and MacArthur because

MacArthur was a possible candidate for presidency.

Do you know what Admiral Smith thought about the whole thing? He was
kind of his peer.

Oh, at the time, he didn’t enter into
all the troops over there followed the orders when MacArthur was relieved

and Ridgway put in. They followed Ridgway. When | get into Panmunjom,

my duty t her esomdothermteresting storiés@bolt that, ahout

the top brass that | was associated with.

| wanted to ask you, though, while we were still on this part of your
experiences, tell us about the nature of the rmational Navy. You
mentioned you had story about Siam as an example of that.

~—+

Yeah. We had all different navies 1in
beach in Sasebo there. | liked to go over there and just get off the ship, you

know, after you’ r e thermandhawe aleeerandtalkiol e, ¢
the guys. You'  d meet these Aussies and
“You stildl have that grog on your ship

named after the secretary of the Navy there, when he stopped all booze on

board the ship, Josephus Daniels. Josephus Daniels. He was secretary of the

Navy, and he abolished all drinking aboard Navy ships. So sailors, they say,
“Let’s have a cup of joe,” named after
coffee.

This wouldbe well before your time.

Oh, yeah, that was way back. | asked this leading chief from over there, one of

the British ships, “Still got that gro
says, “lIt tastes |ike hegkstufget it se
got to fix me up with some. I never t a
He sai d, “1 bring you a bottle.” So
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said, “Come on over and have mess on o
because we had a nice chiefs’ me s s . Oh
the movies and everything. So he come aboard, and he brought a bottle. And |

tasted it, and, “Ooh, | can see why vyo

back in the Navy,hHey drank that as a laxative, you know, to keep open, and
there was a reason for that. So we met different navies.

Now, up on the east coast, we had two ships from Siam over there.
One commanding officer was a prince, and he drank a lot. Now, he was
opeiating with our ships, maybe another destroyer or something, and then
operating during the day, just daylight. Now, the destroyer wanted to go up to
Songjinway up north and do some bombing at night. We worked twieniy
hours around the clock, you knowal ship. We got different shifts. So the
shipisworkingtwenyf our hours a day. At nightt:i
cove and everybody go to sleep and wake up. | mean, the ship is operating,
shooting and firing, twentjour hours a day, up and down tt@ast. We told

him, “Now, |l ook. You’'re up in Korea he
going to go up there. Nowivemmtes,Ilgo out
don’t know what it 1is, “and then you t

hour. You go oufor an hour, back, and you just keep right here, and you just

keep going like this all night long, right here, if you can do that. Yeah, you

can do that. Now, we’ll come back and
go on.” Well, h e—lh addo n’oto krmuacvih woa td rti mek
and he ran his ship aground, and we had to get it off. We got it off and

everything. Well, we had to have a court of inquiry on that.

Was that running aground in North Korea?

Yeah. We got him off okay. Wgot him backed off; we got him off. So the

admir al had to have a report on this.
admiral didn’t go over. A |lieutenant c
knew very well, was in charge of going over there. So we gotiodress

blues. While we were over there, we always wore just khakis and open shirt.

We never wore a tie even on shore, if we wanted to go ashore. So we got in a
whaleboat and went over to the Siamese ship. We helaththisy. | took a

Bible along and athe stuff, and we conducted. You know, Captdaii—

how do you spell Naii? Nri-i or something like that-he as a captain in the

Siamese Navy there. He was sort of representing the Siamese. Talked good
English. Smart, you know. But he was Siamese.

Sowehad the Holy Bible. But of cours
had this Buddha, and when one of their sailors would come in, (makes noises)
and the sailor, (makes noise), and he’
down and he’ d s we ahingwastheBvhodedritha nothingat e v e
but the truth, so help me Buddha. Well, that was like swearing on the Bible,
see? And so we took down everything on here on that ship.
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Now, their galley, they just had dirt floor, you know. | mean, they
cooked their ricand everythinglikeekand t hey didn’t have
like we do on their ships. That was interesting to me, to be aboard a Siamese

ship |i ke that. | 'm in my dress blues

several times and interviewed. And | tobkll in shorthand. | had to type it
up, a formal report and everything. | could do all that stuff.

And one time we were coming back. | think it was Einredmont It
was either th&iedmontor thePrairie. It might have been therairie,

because thBixiel eft when this happened. We’'re

whal eboat, and he says, “My God, the

a

S

moving, just moving sl ow. I don’t Kknow
place in the har boat otro tgpe&kte alddar d tshad
we came along the ship and says, “Hey!

knew, and the officers, yeah, these are the two fellows we sent over on the

ship. My gosh, we got to bring them aboard. So on the forecastle shig,

they dropped this ladder down like that, you know, ring ladder, for us to come
up. But here I '"m in dress blues, you

Bi ble because | gave the Bible to Cap

Bi b4+goihgbak— as a sort of a souvenir?”

on the ship. He says, “1’ve read the
the Bible and read about Confucius and all this here, they might have been the

same guy.” You knowry(latughbk)geht . he
| i ke the ,Bebkept WhelBible. | 'm glad
less thing | had to carry. | had my clipboard and briefcase, and trying to, in

dress blues, climb up that little ladder all the way up thet fpart of the ship

b

up to the deck. And all my chiefs are
T

it. Come on, Mitch, you can do it,
“ Y oblankety blank ” But we | oved the Navy. We
lieutenantcommander, he was a bigde rearendguy. He had a tougher time

getting up than | did. | was in pretty good shape back then, and | got up. But

we were aboard that vessel for that hearing. That was an experience | had
aboard a foreign ship that we had.

K
t

€
E

B
h

I
(

|l >d i magine you ran across more Britis

services.

Probably so. We had Turkish, Australian. The Aussies were over there. You
know, the Aussies don’t |ike the Eng
abou t he Engl i sh. |l >d invite some of

mess.” They | iked to come aboard and
each other, make friends, you know.

You say you had Turkish ships as well?

Yeah. We had thirteen different ships, navies.
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|l " m sure you’'re aware that on | and, t h
fighters on land. How about their navy?

I don’ t Kk no wthe Tar&ish mavyc Theyavbre given some
assignments, patrol. Some of them never fired a shot or did anything like that,
you know.

But you'd heard about the Turks’® groun

Oh, yeah. Terrible Turks, yeah. Well, the Aussies wereyprettgh in
fighting, | understand.

Did you have any South Korean ships?
Yes. Oh, yeah.
How did they perform?

Very well. Very well. Yeah. And we had some South Korean sailors come
aboard some of our ships when we were dpeya

That complemented your crew, that were part of your crew?

Yeah, yeah, yeah. They’'d come aboar
Academy. l>d sit down and talk to t
is—t hey ¢ oul dn manyrgileoads wevhadrin the &nited States.
They just had one railroad in Korea, you know.

d j
hen

From Seoul to Pusan, maybe?

Well, we got the, like, Santa Fe, the Burlington, you knatghison So he

said, “You got altlherien.dsWeo fo mrlayi |haovaed so
things |ike that. And they’”d talk. The
strict.

Was Admiral Smith there the entire time you were doing this job?

No, he got relieved by Admiral George C. Dyer. Geo@ Dyer was a
submariner.

Now, relieved” might suggest to some
but he was just rotated?

Oh, no. No, he got rotated. Yeah, yeah. It was a rotation. Now, before he left,
it was interesting. Of coursébeing his writer, all these things he did, | had to
be there to write it down, write it up, and everything. He wanted to award
some medals to all of his people. Of course, he was getting relieved. | guess
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hegot-what ' s above t he gushgdiCoossonof Mer it ?
something?

Distinguished Service Cross? Well, | d
Navy.

I don’t know. Well, anyway, the Legion
about this. He says, “I| wadownamyhest af f

wrote a letter up to the Seventh Fleet, C. Turner Joy, vice admiral. Rear

Admiral Arleigh A. Burke was chief of staff to Vice Admiral C. Turner Joy,

Seventh Fleet. We were under the Seventh Fleet. We were a task force. And

he wrote up anddted all the medals that he wanted to give out. Not to be

naive but he had me in there. He was going to give me the Legion of Merit or
somet hi ng. | said, “Admiral, don’t .. *
“You make deci si on dohg gaod dith Bim.éMosytheh i ng . |
guys were scared to death of him, even to the end. They were scared of him. |

point these things out because this is what they want to know. And it dwindled

down. I finally wound up with a Navy Commendation Medal with-aV

For valor.

My combat service, yeah. And it went up to the Seventh Fleet, and Admiral
Bur ke wr ot e Yo kbeing ndlieved Hou dre the*one that gets
the medal now. When they are relieved, then they get the medal. But as long

ashey’ re still out here, they stil!l ha
me d a | before they complete their tour
everybody will forget what they did."”

admired Admiral Smith for tha hey were his officers. He wanted his

officers to get different things. | think Captain Kael did wind up getting the
Legion of Merit. |l >ve got a record of
where it is.

Well, tell me about Admiral Dyer.

Admir al Dyer was a very different admi
he ever knew who | was. He was a submariner. | did not know he was a
submariner. And it’s my fault; |l shoul
was an Academy manl couldtell by his ring, you know, ring knockers. But

|l don’t know. |l was busy. I really nev
the time. You know, | worked for him, | did my orders, and | was busy

twenty-four hours a day, and | never thought about tRatause had | known

t hat he was a submariner, I would have
Cutter? | happen to come from the same
and | might have struck up a friendly conversation with him. But he was very

aloof. Hewasht warm to me | i ke Admiral Smith
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But Admir al Smith doesn’t sound | i ke h
officers that served with him.

He scared the hell out of them.
Did Dyer bring the awe, the same awe, to the other people?

Dyer was more friendly with them, more friendly with them. | know the chief

of staff was a captain, and my ears were always listening and my eyes peeled,

and | knew that he was trying to help him to make flag rank, trying to get him

to do somethig to get him up to flag rank. He was a captain, and get him up

to rear admiral, one star, you know. |
That' s the way the Navy operates. But
admiral. After | got back and acted in thewd eague, | got into the

headquarters of the Navy down there where they have the museum, and they
have the naval history, l' i ke we’'re do
stopped in there, and | asked him, I
Geoge C. Dyer ?” *“Oh, George Dyer? He ¢
of the week. He comes in here. He likes to go back and read all the histories

and everything.” | says, “Really? My g
him Bob Mitchler dropped in. Mdye he’ | I r emember me.” /[
got a couple of oral history books written. | have never asked for them. |

should write to him and get t hem,; | " d
tell some things how we did it in the Navy and life was inNlagy. It was

interesting.

i
S
0

And that’'s why we do the interviews wi
perspective of just the average sailor out there doing this.

Yeah. But | admire George Dyer. He gave me a lot of letters, personal letters,

and Ityped them up, and had a lot of his personal affairs. | know he had some
repairs on his house and different things, and he had problems just like
everybody el se does. But | really didn
never put that out.

Whatcanyo t el | me about the end of the ti
working for the admirals as their writers? Maybe to put it a different way: can

you take me through the process where you were appointed to work at
Panmunjom?

Oh. Thatcameoutfto a cl ear bl ue sky. I don’t ki
message or something, that they had three taking down the testimony at the
conference whenever they’d meet. They

shipJutlandiaafter they hit the stalemate andthegwen’ t goi ng t o
and they were driven down and they hit an imaginary line across Korea, and

they says, You don’t go above it, and
said in France, word was out that ther
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talk about a truce. Hearing that, that sparked the deal, and the United Nations
and everything got together, and they were suggested to have the meeting on
the hospital shigutlandia which was off the coast of Korea.

What nationality ship was that?
That was a Swedish, | think, or up there.

That sounds right.

Yeah.Jutlandia Wel I, right away, the North K
want to have it aboard a shi-geso-no. We
ng.Sowesa, “Okay, we’'ll have it at Kaeso

Which at the time was a few miles behind the front lines.

Yeah, it was up in North Korea there. So they were going to have it at
Kaesong. Now, they set up certain rule
together now—

And this one was going on in the summer of 1951.

Now, | wasn’'t aboard t-hhewasadhieft Li eut en
yeoman one time, got promoted up into the officer ranks, career Navy fellow,

was a lieutenart-he was the flagjeutenant on our staff. When they needed

somebody up for the peace talks, they took him off the staff of the UN

Blockading Escort Force, took him up to Panmunjom to the United Nations

Military Armistice Negotiations Commission.

Okay.

And that was at Kaesong. Now, he was at Kaesong when we held our first
meeting. Now the first meeting that they helbdwas not there at this, so what

Il > m telling you—theghadvatable, and &think Generalr t e d
Nam I, | think—

That hts rig
Was that right, Nam [I?
North Korean general.

Il " m just picking these off my head. (.
think he was thirtysix years old. Young. Straight as an arrow. You know, top.

Admiral C. Turner dy, threestar admiral, commander, Seventh Fleet, Naval
Academy grad, just about ready to call it quits. So they come in on one side to

sit down, Admiral Nil on the other side. He had a straight chair over there,
straight <chair s, savhede Atnhral yoywas @ sitaAnd o f a .
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he sat in the sofa, and i1t didn’t have
down like this. (DePue laughs) He just kept a straight face, just sat there like

this. And Nam I, he sits up there like a ruling guydAall this was told me.

Reo Hood was there. And he sits |ike t
now | think the talks should begin, and we should officially have it opened,

that you’'re representing North Korea a

the United Nations Command.” Nam || say
Now, we should schedule our first formal meeting for tomorrow. What time

do we want to have that?” “Ten o’clock
“Good.” “1 make tai Imo ttiocommo rweo va.d”’j oWerlnl ,

And he got up. The next time he had a
did. You know, they had that attitude to belittle the opponent. That was a very
disgrace. But he sweated out right through.

Now, there came tbugh a request that they had to have a replacement
for a yeoman that was going back to the States. | just met him briefly. He uses
a stenotype rather than a Gregg. | use Gregg shorthand. He uses a stenotype
like they do at the court reporting. He was gdiagk to the States, and they
had to get a relief for him. So they sent-ew@ind | saw it come through. Well,
| was getting a little tired down there doing the same thing. You know, you
don’t want to be in a job in the Navy
move, move, move, SO it gives experien
thing over and over again. Like some guys sit on shore duty all during the
war. | got a friend who, gosh, he was stationed out in Kansas in the Army.
God, he went all the way upl think he made maje+stayed in one camp the
whole dang war in Kansas, and went all the way up to be a major (laughs)
from a second |ieutenant. You know, I
home—

That’' s a great place t byoswaettodiake he war
rank after the war.

Oh, yeah. So | put in, and | said, *“1"’
Dyer at the time, Admiral; he approved it, and | got my gear together. Now,
this is a new experience forme. Solgotinangy e ss bl ues. Il m go

to the United Nations Military Armistice Negotiations at Panmunjom. Now,
they moved from Kaesong up to Panmunjom by now.

Well, actually, it was a |little bit so
where Panmuojm was.

Yeah, and that was an apple orchard they had there. And the tanks and all that,
commands, were down here, and they’d g
hold the line. So | go down there and went out Sasebo Harbor, boarded a

PBY, and i flew me up to Tokyo, and spent one nigtod, | just had

temporary quarters, and | remember it was colder than hell.
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DePue: They flew you up to Tokyo, or you mean Seoul?
Mitchler: No, Tokyo. | went up Tokyo, and then over to Seoul. Yeah, then flew over t
Seoul . |l don’t know how my orders wer e

Tokyo. And then | went over to Seoul, and at Seoul, got a jeep, went up to
there, and reported in. | was very formal. | was in dress blues and white scarf
and everything, yourlow, formal. My God, they looked and saw me and they

| aughed | i ke hell. *“Get out of those g
know. | was reporting to the command.
had tents and ever ytohii mgp.me“ @Geaz, "WwWe&ogd

measured me up and sent a phone call over to Tokyo. They had couriers that
brought stuff to Tokyo over to Seoul, up to Panmunjom, every day. The guy

spent a night at Panmunjom then and go back, take stuff back to Tokyo, back
andforh, every day. E new/spgpergind whatthdveypd d  br i r
over. Now, if you wanted a case of Sco
to have a case of Scotch brought over.
You might have a colonel in the rorce bringing you over a case of Scotch.

Because when they came into Korea, they got exempt from income tax for

that month, see? (laughs) So colonels even liked to come over there so they

could say they were at Panmunjom, you know, went over there.dThegt n * t

tell them they were carrying a case of Scotch for who knows who. But they

were going back. Now, the smart guys would come over the last day of the

mont h, stay overnight, and go back on
two months for one trip.

DePue: Two mont hs of what, some pay or ..?

Mitchler: No, exemption from income tax.

DePue: Oh.

Mitchler: See, you were in the war zone. I f you
zone. You had to be up Dixihatroecea That ' ' s w

month. Once a mo n Dikieunderegy ardl it woald go up irttoe

the war zone and turn around, make-tuth, and come back to Sasebo. So
everybody on a ship would get exempt f
of on the end o fetherdaermgbtintha twedays,taidey’ d b
t hat way twoodays onene trip. (lapghter) Well, the Navy knew

how to do it.

DePue: What was your initial impression of Panmunjom when you got there?

Mitchler: Well, when | got there, of course, | saw Lienant Hood; he smoked cigars,
so | had a box of cigars | gave to hin
cigars.” “Oh,” he says, “that’s great.
cigars.” Al he had to do vwiamsnycal |l ove

kind of cigar he wanted, you know. | thought things were very rationed up at
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the front. | di dn’ t know t hat . I even
laughed at me.

So they called over there and they outfitted me. | got bib overalls, the
heavy stuff, just like the Army would have out there in subzero weather
boots, socks, long underwear, helmet, you know, and parka, everything. Hey,
It was cold, five below zero. Slept in
the hell did | ever voluneer f or t his for ?2”

DePue: Al most felt |Iike you were in the Ar my,
Mitchler: That was it. Oh my God, | got a cot. Put down newspapers first, then you put
down a wool blanket, then you put down your sleeping bag, then you put wool
blankets overthe | eepi ng bag, then you cl i mb in

pretty warm. You get too dang warm. Then you got to pull the zipper down so
you can breathe, get some fresh air. You get a little of that fresh air, and pretty
soon your nose gets cold. You fafileep, and then you got to zip the bag up
again. | never had that experience like the poor soldiers. Geez. | felt for them.

DePue: What was it like, then, actually going to the talks themselves? And | want you
to really el abor atimatedbythewndlesprocess® c ause |

Mitchler: Going up there?

DePue: Yeah, actually doing the job of ..
Mitchler: Oh. Well, they didn’t meet every day.
you had.
DePue: And you were there from November till
Mitchler: Yeah. | spent Christmas there.
DePue: So the talks had been going on for two, three months by the time you got
there?
Mitchler: Oh, yeah, yeah, yeah. Now, the way the talks would go on, we had our apple

orchard is where we called it, where we had megator and everything set up,

so we had electricity and what have you. We had good food. We kept warm.

And we had a shower that when a guy g
over, hey, got hot water. You’'d run t
afternan, take a shower, you know, quick. | really respected the Army guys

who had to fight in Korea, like Pork Chop Hill and that. God. Chosin
Reservoir. Geez, my hat'’'s off to those
them had it easy, but geez, some of therthose hills, that was bloody. We

lost a lot of guys, a lot of men on that.

€
h
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Don't know if | got a.. There’s an e
was state commander of the Korean War Veterans. | was the second state
commander. A guy down in Danville orgaed it; he was the first commander
of the Korean War Veterans in lllinois State, and | worked with him. | was
working for the Department of Veterans Affairs at the time, right after |
retired from the Senate, and then | was the second. Then from Riveigde
was an Army fellow—the third state commander. Then they organized and got
a charter and got formally organized a
Veterans Association. So | was very active in the Korean War Veterans
Association back then.

Getting bak to Panmunjommwe’ d go up t o where t he
was a big tent. No permanent quarters. There was a big tent, and it was sort of
up on a little slope, and a roadway came threudlorth Korea, South Korea,
sort of the dividing line. And there was dléthouse there with that thatched
roof. Yeah, right there. When we had a hearing, North and South were going
to meet, then a lot of newsmen would come down, from North Korea, South
Korea. Oh,Timemagazines and all these guys. They would assemble out in
what we called the neutral zone, see.
South journalists, +hey’d talk to each

Russian journalists there as well?

Oh, yeah, everybody. Everybody. Oh, there was a whole big crowd of them.

Wewod d come in, and we would go into a
into a smaller tent there. Then if it
go into the big tent, and they had a t

would take down. One guyas a lieutenant commander, was taking down a
lot of stuff.

Okay, this is a long rectangular table?
Just a straight table.

And you’ve got UN forces on one side a
Communist on the other. Chinesedahe North Koreans.

You were their stenographer. The only language you knew was English, right?

Yeah.

So were the talks all in English?

Well, they were interpreted and they w
write it down. Now, the reason we had three there: we wanted to make sure it
was accurate. When we got back, I d wr

and we'd compare them and put them togd
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what was said. Then that was sentashington. All right. How they sent it,

Il don’t know, but it was sent to Washi
wait until Washington gave a reply. Because after they met, maybe they were
making an offer on something and it would come, then that wgnld

Washington, and then we'd tell them, *
have a meeting then.” “Okay, let’s set
they’d set up a meeting for next Thurs
side would givetherepl. Then they’d say, “Okay, w
think it over and give you a reply.” |
argue it out legitimately | ike you wou

table to argue it out.

So we had a lot of down time the camp, doing nothing, just sitting
there doing nothing. So | had a fellow named Charlie Suhr, Charles Suhr in
my college, Aurora College. He was a Korean, and his family was in Seoul.
They had another chief therbs | said,
downti me, and we aren’t going to hear
you say we get a jeep and go down to Seoul and see this family of this
classmate | got over there?” We had a
downti me. Theanwehiemg tt Meorien.g It wasn’t
you know. And good. So we sent a message over to Tokyo.

It was Christmastime, just before
much dollars’” worth of toys.” When the
know. Eveybody trusted everybody in the Navy. You know, mereyh at ' s
money? (laughs) I f you had a candy bar

somebody woul d st e-ddlarhbiltdown therauanddthey ay a t
wouldn’t touch it. ( beatayg Iwergto the céakd s o w
at the commissary there and | said, *“I
chief and | were going to take a Jeep, and | got a bunch of toys for a family

that | hope to find. You got any spare food around here that | might ¢ake d

to the people?” He said, “I know what
got in great big containers like that, you know, beef, all types of stuff. So we

loaded the back end of a jeep with all that food and toys and everything and
covereditupwithdd |l anket, and he and | went do\
too far from Panmunjom.

So we went to the military police.
delivering some material here to this address, these people here. Do you know
where that isnitnhe&Semadk”"dd Howknow wher
One of them ran off. Il said, “All righ
work with the Korean military police?”
military police here sokmeew?x’an" @Qh,l kl tg
he would.” So they called the Korean n
place is?” “Oh, yeah, yeah. Yeah, it s

bombed out. It had been going back and forth two, three times, you know.
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So we got irthe jeep and followed him, and he took me up, and we got
to the home of this college student of mine. His father was a teacher. The
whole area was all bombed out, tregtered troopgoing through there. They

came to the door; they were in just rag clsthe Now, he’'s going t
school over in Aurora, you know. | told you how strict they were. And so |

i ntroduced myself. “Charles Suhr.” The
and he didn’t talk any Englisrbra but yo
Uni v e+Auiota ¢dllege atthetimea nd | tol d him what
at Panmunjwen It,alhkes"'under st ood that. *“ W

And he looked. Tears! God, | get emotional myself. Tears come down their
eye. They got on their knedabgy prayed. Oh, (laughs) | get very emotional.

And so we unloaded all the toys, we unloaded all these cans of beef, ham, all
the food that we had. | know we had a whole jeep rear end loaded. And all had
to say a prayer and everything, shook hands, huggeld other, then we left.

After | got back to school, saw Charlie, he told me the whole story,
how they shared that with all the people in the area. Everybody came; all the
kids had toys and everything. That was a big moment. | never did get back on
my eght tours to go up and revisit him. | often wonder why | never took time
to do that.

| want to ask you more about what that experience was like, sitting in those
talks and taking down the notes and listening to the kind of things that were
coming up Now, | believe at that time, the talks were really bogged down
over the exchange of prisoners. Does that sound familiar?

They changed the what?
Exchanging prisoners back and forth.

Oh, yeah. Well, they talked abeuit was the dea of what was to be decided,

how North and South Korea was going to be divided. They were intense on

dividing North and South Korea, going back to same way they had. The idea

was it was a thirtyeighth parallel, nobody could see that, whereas if you drew

a |line along a river, a stream, a hil!/l
that was a line, and then you could fortify on either side like they got today.
That’' s what they were trying to reach.
communicate and cometoathh si de and admit that the
to do. Now, naturally, we were not really in favor of having a North and South

Korea, but | think they were more or less continuing with the North and South
Korea.

Now, one of the incidents in there, whileghvas going on, General
Van Fleet, he was down there, Ridgway, and his orders were to hold the line.
That i1is, they had an imaginary | ine dr
there; we’ || stay above there. And he
Fleet came in there one day, into the compound, Panmunjom, cussing a blue
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streak. Oh, he was really.. He says, “Y
an order to hold the Iline. I can’t hol
are tense.” He bald,t h&oluiwen | got to

mission at night. Go over there and see how many you can kill. Go over here
and see how many you can Kill, and then get back without getting killed. You
know, you got to give t hteimhe® anthkotdhi ng t

the |line. The first thing you know, th
how troops go, military men. You got to keep them busy. You got to keep
them busy; you can’t |l et them sit arou

theadmira knew what he was talking about
they were ordered to do.

Later on, our Korean War Veterans had a reunion in Washington. We
went over to the Korean Embassy or somethihdprget what building it
was—and we had a little lurheon over there. The Koreans hosted us. And
Van Fleet was there. He was in a wheelchair. He was pretty frail at the time.
But he came. He came to the luncheon, honored guest, but he was in a
wheelchair, and of course everybody greeting him. Some of tfzesguved

with him, you know, and they.. So | int
“General,” and | gave him my name. Of
was . |l said, “I remember you. I was at
coming in, and you were pretty hdstio everybody about you had an order to

hold the I|ine. Do you remember that or
up. And | says, “And boy, youhadol d t he
toeit her ... He sat up str aofguddledlike ke t hi s
this. Straight I|ike this. He doubl ed h
taught to go forward!” (laughter) Al
Well, you’re a military guy. You can i
tolifee. He straightened up, put his head up
g o—~and he had that fist* f or war d!” And he got down
says, “Thank you,” and he says, “I ren

It was probably the highlight of the night for him.

For him, yeah, that somebody would remember him like that. Generals are
|l i ke everybody el se; they’  re wonder ful

How about the generals on the opposite side of the table? You mentioned
Nam Il.

Well, that Nam Il was a straightoh, he wa egotistical. Yeah, they all are.
They're | i ke they won the war. Now, ho
Very, very conceited, domineering. Whereas our negotiators were negotiating

in good faith. After all, they were only negotiating as negotiatarshie

United Nations and the United States of America, their president. They were

very orderly and decent, and they would always try to imitate us. If we
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showed up at Panmunjom wearing those ¥gae of hats, you know, that
come down and covered

With the flaps for your ears?

—then the next day they had them on when they come. We flew in in a

helicopter one time. Admirdleahyor something, he was a new admiral, that

come in in a helicopter instead of coming up in jeeps. That was therfies

they flew in in a helicopter. No w, I d
they could come in, but they were very upset that he come out in a helicopter.

They accused him of trying to show off, you know, at the conference table.

“Why youaclenei ¢cmmpt er? You' re trying to
than us or something?” Oh, all these s
arguing, like a husband and wife in a fight over a paycheck or something.

They weren’ t ne g whchr@duliechigmeigainggoo od f
Admir al C. Turner Joy. |l went i n one
ask you a question, discuss somet hin
he was a wonder ful man . | t ol dentlhi m t
and September |1 'd got over here. Il s
bit of it over here. Worked with Admiral Smith and Admiral Dyer down there,
and I volunteered to come up here for
| * d g eting arourid hreres Yot know, if we went up there every day, |
would Ilike it, but we don’t do nothing
a new bride at home.” And he says, *“ Mi
orders up. You get back there withthatnan. We aren’t going
anything here. This thing’s going to g
your coming. ” {dtanadmirahtalking juss likeaa fathérryeue
know, and a kind gentl eman. He says
ge¢ along.” And so | didn’t even t al
know that Rear Admiral Arleigh Burke was going to be chief of naval
operations, you know, run around about eighty admirals. You know, that was
the revolt of the admirals when theyade him from a rear admiral all the way
up, full admiral, and got into chief o
ever read about that incident.

kot

Well, I know the Navy liked tradition and they like structure, and something
like that happenedind | can imagine where those generals

Oh, yeah, that was the revolt of the admirals for a while. But Arleigh Burke

was a great admiral. He was dedicated heart and soul. Never had any children;
he and his wife were both dedicated to the Navywids a great admiral. |

think he served three tours as CNO.

| bid farewell to all the guys, and | went home. Left Panmunjom, went

back to Sasebo and back, got a flight
back? | made one trip after | was in Panmunjomwnlto Sasebo for a reason.

86



Bob Mitchler Interview # VR2A-L-2011-028.01

There was some down time. Because | went aboard the ship. | come aboard
the ship, and | was all dressed in that battle gear, you know, like | was up in

the frozen nort h. Go s h, al | t het chiefs
me an outfit like that? (DePue laughs) You know, smuggle one down? You

know how to do it Mi t ch. Get one to s
a | ot of fun in the Navy. I sai d, “No,

that, and then | flew dwf Seoul and | flew into Seattle.

DePue: Well, before you get all the way back to the United States, | want you to do a
little bit of comparison for us. You were in Japanese cities immediately after
the Second World War. You saw Hiroshima, you saw Tokgme other
places, and now you saw Seoul right after Seoul had been fought over two or
three times. How would you compare those two cities, the Japanese cities
versus what you saw in Korea? Pretty much the same?

Mitchler: You mean right after World War,lhow the Japanese cities looked? Well, the
Japanese cities were pretty well destroyed. Most every city got hit by the B
29s coming out of Tinian and Saipan. Those cemgge bombers, the-B9s,
they did everything from dropping leaflets to frebombs tplmmbs, little
bombs, firebombs. Everything they dropped on the cities. Now, the Han River
runs through Seoul. There was one bridge over the Han River in Seoul before
the Korean War. Before the Korean War started, people were living in
thatchechutchedbuildings. The heat coming under the floor, you know, the
heat from one end. It was strictly Korean style, because up to that time, they
were just starting to modernize, after the end of World War Il, because the
Japanese kept them all down. They never Imgydnaodern buildings or
anything like that. And so if you saw Seoul at that time during the Korean
War, you saw an ancient type of Korea, where thesbat do you call them,
the Y things they put on their back?

DePue: The Y frames that they

Mitchler: Yeah,Y frames, carry things. You’'d have
over and carry a big load. And you’d s
time. You don’t see that anymore over
over in one area; they have a conmityawith the old homes how they were,
so the schoolchildren can see how Kor e
That’' s what my grandchildren will see

DePue: Korean Folk Village?

Mitchler: Yeah, Korean Folk Village.

DePue: | ’ been there.
Mitchler: You’'ve been there? Yeah. Very interest
DePue: Fascinating place.
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It shows you the whole thing, how they lived over there. Today, the Han River
coming through Seoul, on either side o
recreation. Buildings and everything go back. Then they slope up, then they

have interstate highway, and they have highs. Where they had one bridge

at the start of the Korean War, | think they have thsayne bridges today.

They got a bridgehoom, lmom, boom, boonso people can cross.

| want you to reflect on the differences and the similarities between the
Japanese people and the Korean people.

They' ' re two different people. And they
right, but | $ill think that the Japanese look down on the Koreans and the
Koreans don’t | i ke the Japanese becaus
thirty years there following World War | until they were liberated. They have

high respect for the United States.

The Koreans do?

The Koreans do, yeah. South Koreans, yes. They thank us. Even over here,

they thank wus. | mean, they wunderstand
i nto a Korean, they say thank you. I d
towmard us. They’'re very cordial. Any of
that | had with Japanese when | was in Sasebo or up in Tokyo, you know,
always very polite. Il think that’'s jus
people. | like the Japese people. | went over to one of the facterites

exampl e, I met a fell owFramknedk S&har | i e ..

He was a Chinese, came into Sasebo, Japan, and he had a stand where he was
selling all kinds of trinkets to the sailors. | got aamuied with him, and | said,

“Frank, don’t waste your time on these
moneyYou buy a popcorn machine.” He saic
“Yes. Here in Sasebo.” They come down

the whaléoats come in bringing the sailors in on liberty, 1600 in the

afternoon, in the evening, and they take them back. They come here, and they
have to walk up this road all the way. It was quite a walk till you got up to
where you started getting in the busiselistrict of Sasebo where the

merchants set up all the trinkets that the guys woule-muerything, you

know, under the sun. | shipped a lot of it. | got boxes down there that |

shipped to Helen that we’ve neumékt, eve
open these till | get home, and we’ ||l
inthesixtvone years we’re married her e, Il v

went down and started opening them up
don’ t Kk nhkewasurptisdta somebbddy someday.

| said, “You get a popcorn machine
Now, the secret is, you can’t start po
the sailors are coming, becawbsyyit. you c a
You start at ten o’clock in the mornin
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them in boxes. See? And then you put the boxes ingjolkeep it warm and

everything, warm popcorn. And when the sailors come, every sailor will buy a
boxofpopcon, and you'll sell the sailors a
transferred up to Panmunjom before | saw him do that. But | came back to the
States, and he located in Oakland, California. One time when | was out there, |

went outto see he and hisfaméynd he says, “You know w
popcorn machine, and | did just like you said. | set it up about halfway up

there where all the sailors walked. Five, six thousand sailors walk up and

down there sometimes on a weekend when they get their weekerng, lfive

hundred, six hundred a day, you know. | did what you told me: start at ten

o'’clock in the morning.” See, they |Ilis
i nstructions. “Start at ten o’ clock in
di dn’ typbpaorreeft whren the sailors got liberty. All the Japanese,

they start smelling that popcorn, and
hills, down, and they bought all my po
out (laughter) before the sailoegsen came. The Japanese bought my popcorn.
Every day I d start at ten o’ clock in
come by. By two, three o’ clock, Il was
popcorn.” (laughs) He salmakteihey’'  d buy

Made a good living popping popcorn, then.
Oh, yeah. He was a great guy.

Okay. So we got you coming back to the United States. | want you to tell as
much as you can, getting back to the States and then finally gledgithgo see
Helen.

Yeah, this is interesting. When | landed in Seattle, Rear Admiral Allan E.
Smith was Commander, Thirteenth Naval District, that was headquartered in
Seattle. So the first thing | did, | went to downtown where he had his
headqarters, and | paid respects to Allan E. Smith. Knocked on the door. He

said, “Chief, come in here. Have a cup
of coffee. “Did he ever get those mine
You know, that was one ofdbig projects, get all those mines swept up there.

Il mean, up Chesterfield and Cigarette
they did, Admiral. I never had any mor
t hat t oo much.” | Captan Hael oroNemitioseltherb a v e t
about what it was.” But he wanted to K
about Panmunjom. He just talked like you and | are talking here. He was a

regular fell ow. |l told him, “Yeah, I’ n
He says, “Going to go for dinner. Wher

going to stay here a couple days till | get squared away. | got some things
being shipped out. Actually, over in Japan | bought two collapsible bicycles.

Theyturnedintoapacage, and | ' m waiting for the
Il " m going to ship them on ahead of me.
them in the trunk of your <car, and you
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can pedal around. | @se. ilThkyshduld beimheggeo i N g t
tomorrow or the next day.” Now, he sti
over in Sasebo, a Filipino. So-he said
andso. | forget what his name is. So | went out to where the admira] lived

and | saw him. “Oh, how you doing?” He
had a visit. Il told him about these bi
them al |l packed for you.” So he did th
me. | 1| rpaycoku taltmedm gfeat t hem shi pped.”
did things in the Navy. I mean, everyhb
the Navy. You know, play it fair and square, and life is so interesting. And

y 0 ucorde back, and so the admiral the nextdayhe says, “ Come o
take you to the club; we’ I/ have dinne
lunch at noon. He wanted to know all about things that were happening after

he | eft and so on. He was a fihe gent/|

would have probably run into him again. But | made a lot of friends in the
Navy, and | enjoyed it. | probably come out with a different attitude than a lot.
(laughs)

Were you planning at that time, though, to get out of the Navy?

Well, at that time, | had one more year to complete in college. But | took a

discharge, yes. | took a discharge from the Navy, my second discharge, and

then | came back. | flew in to Midway Airport. Now, Midway Airport, when |

returned in 1952, you parked yowrand you went to the fence line, and the

plane landed, and you come down the ramp and you come over to the fence

|l ine and you met whoever you were goin
it had. They built up Midway Airport, see? And my wife was ¢hemd she

had the yellow convertible, and she wa
Il " m going to come home. Il just want He
We’l |l come home and meet the whole fan

room down there ahe Hilton, and Helen and | will go back in our car and go
down to the Hilton and spend the night at the Hilton and see if we know each
ot her.” (laughter)

She was standing there waiting for me, just as we planned in the
letters. And | come down off themgop. | wore my uniform then. | thought |
better wear my wuni for m, l ook | i ke a sa
wore it. So we went to the Hilton, stayed at the Hilton that night, and talked
and talked, you know, had dinner at the Hilton. Ran intoafmay college
friends. He was having dinner at the Hilton that night a couple tables away.
He said, “Mitch, you're home!” | says,
We’'re home here the first night. [
He was tudying to be an accountant. He always wore his-tie never put it
through the knot, you know, just wear the tie and loop it over, straight down.
He died, he | aid in his casket, and th
That was his trademark.
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Hnhm, that’'s interesting.

He was a guy | ran into there when | had dinner at the Chicago Hilton with
Helen. So we came home then, and we had the same little apartment that we
had when | left. | went back to the university, completed my senam, ye
graduated, got a diploma. Again went back to work at the railroad just after |
graduated, because they gave me a leave of absence from the railroad to go to

school, and so | didn’t want to cut it
coupleofdaysBut t hen | said, “Now, Il > m not
|l want to see if there’s something in
experience in management. | wasn’'t jus

something else. | got a college edtion now. So my first job in the general

office was with labor relations. | wanted to see what that was. Well, that was a
fizzle. That was a big joke. That wasn
then | moved up to the passenger traffic that woultl dith passengers. |

thought | might like that. Because that was my only really job | had in civilian

life, was the railroad, and had been with them since September 1937. Then the
airlines come through with thengjets, a
to have any passenger traffic anymore with the Zephyrs and all them.
Everybody’'s going to fly jets. Take yo
Chicago. It 11 take you two days to ge
resignation. | just went outnd I took a sales job with a small paper box

company, just to get away.

What happened to the idea that you’'re
the Navy?

Well, this was part o f-enlsturrthe Reservei. al si t
said, “No, Il don’t know if | "m going t
Il 11 get called up again, and | don’t
once, shame on you; fool me twice, sha
i f I’ m goihg to do t hat

Was Helen telling you that she didn’t

No, no. Helen was very supportive of whatever | would want to do. She was a
wonderful gal. Never complained about the seventeen months that we were
separated. Besiful lady and wife, and with our friends and everything. We

had a lot of friends, a lot of friends, and she had a lot of friends to be
entertained with, and her work as a nurse. Everything worked out beautiful. 1
came back, and we continued our lifedgtiger. And then it was shortly after |
graduated, and | was commuting to Chicago, this property became available
that we’re in now, today.

This is—

And we were renting an apartment.
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DePue: Were you taking the train to Chicago every day?
Mitchler: Oh, yeah.
DePue: Because that’'s a long trip from Auror a

Mitchler: Yeah, t hat-anhamnahdoano mourback. Idigured that | was a
slave for three hours a day. An hour in, an hour back, and all day long. You
know, you @ UWnion 8tation] wald acipss the dtreet to 547
Jackson Boulevard, where the Burlington headquarters was, go up to the
thirteenth floor, go to my desk, sit there all day long, get through, come down,
walk across the street, get on a train, and come homm the time | left in
the morning till the time | got home, | was a zombie. Now, people will do that.

Not me. I told you about my experience
farm after he’'s seen Paree, you know.
gve them a resignation. Oh, they could
years with the railroad, how you coul d
your |ife. |l said, “That’'s not what I
it s a b or knowghow tleeyp comnhute dke this. Some people

commute for thirty, forty years, you Kk

greatest thing in the world. Read the newspaper.

DePue: How did you end up buying this piece of property, then?

3 7

Mitchler: Nextdorwas—Hel en’ s mot her’'s sister was |iv
Piatowski There were two homes over there, two houses; Elmer Piatowski
and his father. Before | went to Korea, after we got married, they told us about
the property next door. There was teneaaight next door that was just cattle
ground, and the people here, two spinster ladies and a bachelor brother. Two
school teachers. He sort of did farming. They lived here, three of them. When
he wanted to smoke, he had to go down in the basementsaaddhere he
scratched his match on the chimney down there. They wanted to sell that ten
acres they had next door, and she told us about that.

We came down and looked at it, but | got one year of college yet, you
know, and if | buy ten acres of land, vifaan | going to do with it? You know,
|l don’t know anything about building a
interested. And then the land was sold. After | graduated, she called, she says,
you know, they want to sell this. The one girl died and thehbradied, and
the lady living here-she was only in her early seventies, sewhtge,-four,
something likethats he was here all alone, and s
have the buildings. She was going to build an addition onto a cousin who
lived up inElgin; she was going to have a little room built on there. She was
very happy to do that and then wanted to get rid of this. So we bought this old
house. You don’t see the trees and eve
you were out in the boonies
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But a house with eight acres, sitting on eight acres?
Yeah.
How old was the house at that time?

Well, it was built in 1870, this house. We managed to swing a deal, so we

moved here and accepted the challenge. (laughtér)d c o mmut e . Hel e
drive in in the Buick, and then she’d
6: 30, and we'd try to hurry to get to
restaurants didn’t stay open |ike they

changed There was nothing to eat down hel
you were in the boonies. And so we put up with that for a while. Then we
purchased this property, and we struggd

Well, I think this is probably good point for us to break for today. | got a
couple more questions for you, but
tomorrow, then, we’'re going to tal
state politics in the ntt®aBksyouabod * 70
today, though, is just reflect on your service during World War Il and Korea.
In both cases, do you think the sacrifices you made, the sacrifices the United
States made, were justified? Were these the right wars to fight?

t he
k ab
S . T

Yes,they were. | think World War Il was perpetrated by the Japanese. Now,

the Pacific War—I was all in the Pacifie-l had nothing to do with the

Atlantic. The Atlantic over there, tHgritain, all the D-Day and all that stuff, |

had nothing to do with that. lact, | never got to Norfolk till | joined the

Navy League, and one time we had to go out there to commission a ship. |

told them that was my first time | got
been to Norfolk, and yoay hadultdem’ tyear s
understand that. No. But the two were different. | understood. | learned what

Japan was thinking, and if | was with Japanese, | understand what they were
thinking, about why they wanted to control the Pacific Rim. They wanted that

Pacific Rim & the way out, well, as far as Guam and around Saipan there,

t hat Pacific Rim. I don’t think the Ja
control the United States. But when you stop and think about the Dutch East

Indies down there, all the oil, what vaave down in the Dutch East Indies,

was owned by the Dutch, the British, and all these foreign countas

minerals—al | t aking out, and the Japanese
any oil; they don’t have any fiteneral s.
have to depend on getting it from China, buying it down there. They had to

buy it from the Dutch and that. And | can see where the Japanese, if they

wanted to grow at all, they had to expand. And looking down there, why do

these people from Euromeme way down here and take all our riches? Those

belong to us, and we should control and work for the Philippines and China

and all that. And they wanted to be the controlling nation out there. So | see

that was an entirely different perspective than avéturope—Hitler with his
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super race and all that. That was terrible. How they ever let him get away with
t hat , | don’ t —kawaehey.eveMet hirk buiddip an arsy

and all that there, with white supremacy and killing off all the Jews ariaeall
indigent people, millions of people.

How about the Korean War? Was the reason we were fighting in Korea as
clear to you as the reasons for World War 11?

Of course, after the end of World War II, Korea was liberated from Japan.

Korea wa one Korea since 1920 all the way up until the end of World War II.

It was one piece; it wasn’t the North
Japanese. Now, how they controlleg-they owned the fishing plants. The

Koreans were forced to go out andtte fishing. They bring the fish in.

They'd process the fish, and the Japan
They had to only go to speak Japanese, and they were very hostile to them.

And they re very negative tpangsete@m i n t
the Filipinos. So at the end of World Warth o w, I don’t know w
minds were behind thatbut they liberated Korea. Now, Russia came in the

last few days, | think five days into World War I1.

Yeah, | think these are decisions that weeele at Potsdam, where you divide
Korea north and south and recognize th

Yeah. I can’t speak for facts. |l don’t
wrong. But the agreement was that they have a North and South bieh,
was a big mistake.

But was there any doubt in your mind that you were in Korea for the right
reasons?

Well, | was in the Korea at the request of the United Nations. And at that time,

Harry Truman announced about the United Natiaisdformed when | was

out in San Francisco in the Navy, coming back from World War Il, that they
organized a United Nations. Axnd | says
United Nationsswe ' r e t oget her, so we’ || never
didn’t thtomayk out

But that was reason enough for you to
over here in Korea?

Oh, | thought, being with the draft and everything, | could see that there was
war in World War 1, yes.

Ok ay. | tnb io know the’amsway to this question, but did serving in
the Navy all these years make you into a different person?

Oh, 1 think it made me a better person. | think the military life, the discipline,
the opportunity to have authority, to advameg s el f, t o meet chal
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Like the mere challenge to be recalled; sent over to Sasebo, Japan; sent over

to a ship; thrown in as the admiral’s
much about the Navy at that level, you know. Experiencing that and beable
conform and all that there, |l think |

feel | accomplished; I got rewarded for it with commendations and so forth,
and earned thirteen medals and decor at

Are you proud of your servicéhen?

Oh, very proud. Il " m highly with the Na
Navy League of the United States. | was president of the Aurora chapter; |

was president of the State of Illinois Navy League; Great Lakes Region

Michigan, Ohio, Il i ana, I |l 1l inoi s. |l was a natio
years they made me a national director emeritus. | served on national

committees and so forth. | put a lot of time into the Navy League, attending

national conventions in support of the NaMpt only the Navy, the Coast

Guard and the Marine Corps and the Merchant Marine, sea services. | also am

a member of the Association of the United States Army, Marine Corps

Foundation, and Marine Corps League, and all those. | get all the magazines.
CoastGuard.

|l > ve been very active, because my |
focused very strongly on the military. Then after | retired from the Illinois
State Senate, | spent ten years with the lllinois Department of Veterans Affairs
in an appointrant by Governor Thompson to legislative and military affairs
l iai son with the governor. And | worke
an office in Chicago, Springfield. | wanted to operate out of my home as | did
all the time | was a senator. | had a Senate office; | just operated out of
my home. My wifemight be calledaa s ecr et ary, answer t h.
not there, take the message. And | told that the Governor Thompson when he
said, “lI’m going to put sywokwithallthé et er an
veteran organizations, anything in Veterans Affairs, bring to the House, to the
Senat e, bring to my of f4ewer ytohui’ mree.

SOor

Here’ s the | ast |l esson for today, then
when American citizens think about these things, World War Il in American

minds means one thing, and Korea means something else entirely. The rap is

that Korea is kind of overlooked and forgotten now. Any thoughts about that?

Does that bother you, faxample?

No, it doesn’t bother me because | und
back from Korea, one of the times when | was out visiting Admiral Smith, he
said, “Hey, |l " m going to g+MMedanlectur
know where itw a s . It was a big hall. He said,
right.” (laughs) You know, you asking
chart of Korea come down, you know, and he was there pointing out, and he

was describing everything about what weevdoing there.
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And that’'s what gave me the I mpetus
fellow namedRed Wood He was a steel salesman. He was a president of the
Rotary Club. Earl “Red” Wood. And he w
our chaplain. He wrotetomeh en | was over there, and
you come back, will you tell wus about
president, and you gottotelasbout sai 8, “ Sure.” So |
a Friday. He call s me. theRotanaCGub, “ Bob,
Monday.” (laughter) | says, “Come o0on,
l " m not going to..” “Noon.” Oh, he says
do that.” He says, “Yeah, Il got to hav
Oh,hewasawvonder ful friend. I said, *“Okay,
Gene Adams who has a sign painter, and | ¢
Korea. Will you make a chart, just quick, draw sort of a chart of Korea that |
canputonastandsolcanshosvpp |l e what Korea | ooks |
a nice one |like I got today. And he sa

over the weekend, and | pinned it up on a frame he made for me. He did
frames and pictures and all different signs for all companidsin He was a
good sign painter. So he made-wiewas a homemadieoking thing.

So | went to the Rotary Club. Now, the Rotary Club in Aurora was
composed of all the presidents, vice presidents, of all these manufacturing
districts that | told you aboubhat we had. So | get up there, angknocking)
Hello.

We got a visitor here.

(pause in recording)

DePue:

Mitchler:

Okay, we took just a very quick break because you had some company come.
We only have about a minute or two to go, and you were talking about
speking at this Rotary group.

Oh, yes, and then he called me. And so my friend Gene Adams made a map of
Korea real quick that | could bring. It was a very homemade thing. So | got up

at the Rotary Club, and gedthewhdle m j ust
thing, because | look out there and | see all these-ewast of them were

Worl d War | guys, you know, and |’ m go
started talking about Korea. | had just heard this lecture of Admiral Allan E.

Smith that he ga&e, and it was in my mind. It was a perfect lecture on what

Korea was all about, so |I sort of in n
could relate to it. And | looked down, and | had the attention of every one of
those execs. They were listeningnte. Now, normally, you know, an

executive of a company is going to listen to some guy if he just
(unintelligible)...hne goes ... And | says, Bob, Kk
And | related, as | 'm relating on t
w h a going on. And it was so interesting to those exec, | made a friend with
everyone in the room reporting on Korea. The first time they ever had
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anybody tell them exactly what the hell was going on in Korea. Because
people would come badkKoféa?thEhey wat &
silliest questions. And | thought everybody knew everything about Korea

from the news medi a, but you don’t.
People don’t know today about Afgha

know any of those countries, just whattheyisee t he news. They ¢
time to go and really know what it’s a
back, they’ re over there for six month
They don’t get to see everything. They
and forth, and they don’t really get a

DePue: Like the guys in the engine room don’t
them.

Mitchler: That’' s right. And it’s a different wor

DePue: Well, we’'re dgoidgy ,t anfdi wiesH lupi ck thi
it’s been a |l ot of fun, Bob.

Mitchler: Yeah.

(end of interview #2)

For the interview about Senator Mitchl
the ALPL Oral History series dilinois Governancd Jim Edyar, Governor
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